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“Blessed is the coming kingdom…” 

 

Recently we celebrated the national festival of Thanksgiving.  Most 

Americans celebrate with some degree of respect even if many aren’t 

quite sure who is receiving their thanks.  Of course this day also is 

the opening of the official Christmas shopping season.  People 

outside of stores at insanely early times and treat the opening as a 

starter’s pistol in some sort of strange race to see who can get their 

shopping finished the earliest.  For the world outside the church, the 

Christmas season has already started.  

 

The greedier members of society look forward to getting presents 

while the more mature look to the joy of giving those presents.  Most 

of us look forward to a time of optimistic brightness in the otherwise 

long and pessimistic grayness of winter.  A sense of anticipation and 

celebration fills these days of preparation for Christmas Day and the 

civil New Year.  

 

Liturgical churches all over the world are making different 

preparations however.  For them, today is the beginning of a New 

Year.  The first season of the church’s New Year is Advent with its 

meaning and theme of coming.  

 

Many believe Advent ONLY focuses on the coming of Christmas the 

incarnation of Son of God in a manger in Bethlehem.  After all, what 

could be more natural than for the church to parallel the word’s 

preparation for Christmas, a preparation more Godly as it centers on 

the coming birth of the savior?  

 



Certainly, Christ’s coming at Christmas is part of the Advent theme.  

The Son of God coming at Christmas is certainly worthy of our time 

and contemplation and God becoming man for our salvation is 

certainly a reason to celebrate.  But if the advent of the Son of God 

stops at the manger; we miss out on other ways God comes to us. 

 

It is part of God’s nature to come and be with His people.  We see 

this throughout Holy Scripture.  Back in the Garden, God desired to 

be with us as He came to Adam in Eden, to show Adam that all of 

creation was his to care for as God’s representative on earth.  

 

How God’s heart must have broke when He came to His beloved 

people and they were afraid of Him.  How sad when Adam and Eve 

did not confess their sin, but blamed others.  We cannot imagine how 

He grieved at the terror Adam and Eve had in His presence because 

of their sin.  

 

Ever since, humanity has been afraid of and even hates God.  The last 

thing our sinful nature wants is for God to come to us.  Even though 

God has nothing but love for us, our sin and its guilt produce terror 

and hatred of Him.  

 

In spite of sin, God did not stop coming to His people.  He came on 

Mount Sinai, but His holy presence was so terrifying He hid Himself 

in a tent, a tabernacle.  Through the tabernacle, He dwelled among 

His people, but He remained hidden from all but a few, for the sin of 

the people could not bear His presence.  

 

Down through the centuries, God continued to come in love to His 

people, but always in a hidden way so His holy presence did not 

overwhelm them.  He came in the Ark of the Covenant and 

eventually in the temple, always present, but always hidden.  Only a 

sacrifice allowed people into the presence of God and even then it 



was only one person allowed into the Holy of Holies and then only 

once a year.  God’s holy presence was too much for our sinful 

condition.  

 

Finally, when the fullness of time had come, God came in a temple 

not made with stone, but made of human flesh and blood.  The Holy 

Spirit performed a miracle and the Son of God came in a new way in 

the womb of the Virgin Mary.  The Son of God was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

 

God came to His people and lived among them as one of them.  As 

God came to us in flesh and blood, He experienced all the things we 

experience, gestation, birth, childhood, weeping, laughter, pleasure, 

pain, and all the other things that make up the human experience.  He 

even experienced temptation, but He never gave in.  

 

In today’s Gospel, we see God coming once again; He is coming to 

Jerusalem.  God in His temple of flesh and blood is coming to His 

temple made of stone.  The coming week will see a climax for both 

of these temples.  

 

As the Son of God came to Jerusalem on that day, the Passover 

Pilgrims shouted His praise.  It is very likely few if any of them 

understood the full meaning of Christ’s coming.  Although their 

songs spoke of coming in the name of the Lord and the kingdom of 

David, they did not fully understand.  They quite rightly called Jesus 

their Messiah, but would not know what it meant until the coming 

week was over.  For Jesus, God in the flesh, came to die.  He came to 

Jerusalem to offer Himself up as the sacrifice to take away the sin of 

the world.  

 

The Son of God took on human flesh in order to take our place.  He 

came to Jerusalem to experience the full guilt of our sin and take the 



punishment for that guilt.  He came to remove what caused our terror 

at His coming.  Jesus came to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday so on Good 

Friday He could suffer and die on a Roman cross and make the full 

payment for the sins of the world.  

 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross changed the temple of stone as well.  

Inside was a curtain that hid God from the people.  When Christ 

conquered sin, death, and the devil with His sacrifice on the cross, 

[Mark 15:38] “And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from 

top to bottom.”  God was no longer hidden from His people.  The 

Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write, [1Cor 6:15] “Do you not know that 

your bodies are members of Christ,” and [1 Cor 6:19] “Do you not 

know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 

you have from God?” With the sacrifice of Christ and the Holy 

Spirit’s gift of faith, God now makes His temple in us.  The temple of 

stone became unnecessary because God lives among us in a whole 

new way.  

 

Even as God lives with us, He still comes.  He comes to us as we read 

and hear His Word.  He also comes in His flesh and blood as we eat 

and drink the bread and wine of His table.  As He comes to us in His 

flesh and blood, we eat the very flesh sacrificed for us on the cross 

and the very blood shed for us on the cross.  However, this flesh and 

blood are not dead because Jesus did not remain dead and buried in 

the tomb, He came to life.  He gives us are not just the flesh and 

blood of the crucifixion, but they are also the flesh and blood of 

resurrection.  In this sacrament He comes to us with the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of our body, and life everlasting.  

 

God will continue to come to us until the day of His last coming.  

There will be a day when He will come and all flesh will see Him.  

On that day, He will raise all the dead.  He will send away those who 

are still terrified of Him; those who still retain their guilt because they 



refused the gift of His coming.  They will never experience His 

coming again.  

 

On the other hand, those who received the gift of His coming; those 

who believe in Him will rejoice on that day.  They will always be 

with Him and He will always be with them.  They will experience 

His presence forevermore.  

 

Consider God and His coming during this Advent.  Consider His 

coming at Christmas, but don’t limit yourself just to Christmas.  

Consider the love God shows in His coming even while sin causes 

terror and hatred, He continues to come with His love.  Consider how 

He came to save you with His suffering, death, and resurrection.  

Consider how He now comes in Word and Sacrament to you.  

Consider how He will come to take you home with Him.  Consider 

the blessings He once gave, He gives now, and He will give when He 

comes again for you. 


