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“But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a 

new earth in which righteousness dwells …” 

 

As you know we are in the season of Advent, the first season of the 

church year.  The season of preparation and penitence, not only for 

Christmas and the gift of Jesus Christ in the manger.  But also in 

preparation for His return, His second coming.   

 

Have you ever asked yourself, why the church needs its own 

calendar? The common calendar, used today in all parts of the world, 

recognizes the birth of Christ as an event that changed everything. 

The history of the world is divided between BC and AD, because the 

world after Christ incarnate is not the same as the world before. But, 

the world recognizes this because of the results of the work of the 

church. The church has done many good things in this world, even 

though some Christians have done shameful things in the name of 

Christ as well. 

 

However, the world at large does not recognize the main purpose of 

the church. That is, to prepare for the second coming in glory of the 

King of kings. Yes one goal of the church calendar is to mark the 

birth and life of Christ. In fact, the church calendar is a summary of 

Christ’s life and key events in the history of the church within the 

course of a year. But God’s people are not looking only to the past 

but toward the future too. For us, the calendar is a countdown to the 

return of the King. 

 



In our text for today, St. Peter says in a sense, the number of days 

after the first coming and before the second coming of our Lord does 

not matter. God has all the time there is to fulfill His plans. “…that 

with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 

one day.” This is a quote by St. Peter from Psalm 90 verse 4, which 

reads: “For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when 

it is past, or as a watch in the night.” This is an explanation of the 

opening verses of the Psalm: “Lord, you have been our dwelling 

place in all generations.  Before the mountains were brought forth, or 

ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 

everlasting you are God.  You return man to dust and say, “Return, O 

children of man!”” 

Which means, God and His Word never change. Many things come 

and go in this world, kingdoms and empires rise and fall, but God is 

always our refuge, our anchor. And because Jesus Christ is God, the 

author of Hebrews says, [Heb 13:8] “Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever.” 

 

What is the Word of God in Jesus Christ that abides forever? The 

promise of eternal life because of the suffering and death of Christ on 

the cross, prophesied in the Old Testament. The first prophecy of a 

Savior is in Genesis chapter 3, and many centuries later, God again 

promised Abraham the Savior of the world as one of his descendants. 

Also King David in his time. Many people forgot this promise, but in 

God’s own time, all Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ, 

 

Now, for you the new life in Christ begins in holy baptism, you have 

the promise that life in Christ will overcome all difficulties and trials 

of the moment, and one day you will live without tears. As St. Peter 

says, “But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 

and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” 



 

In addition, the text reads, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise 

as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 

any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

 

In bible study we’ve talked about Judgement Day. I also try and 

mention it frequently in my sermons.  Remember we’re living in the 

season of the mercy of God, when all who repent and are baptized in 

Jesus Christ will be saved. But when the Lord returns in glory, it will 

be the time of justice. Christ will judge all the living and the dead. 

Those not clothed in the righteousness of Christ will not enter into 

eternal life, but the fire of hell.  This what we deserve because of our 

sinful nature.  However, the free gift of God is eternal life for you 

how believe and trust in these promises. 

 

So, as a faithful believer, you do not live like the foolish virgins in 

Matthew 25. Remain alert and do not permit the light of faith to fail. 

Listen the Word of God, repent and receive absolution and Holy 

Communion frequently. A calendar is useful for keeping your 

attention from wandering. But no matter if the Lord calls you to the 

skies tomorrow or in 50 years. Trust God’s promises because He 

alone is faithful to all of His. 

  


