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“…but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save 

it.” 

 

You just got to love Peter.  There are times you think his motto 

should be “have mouth, will travel.”  In one verse He’s the hero and a 

few verses later, he is doing the will of Satan.  Peter and his mouth 

often gives me comfort when I’ve put my foot in my mouth.  What a 

joy to know Jesus’ forgiveness.  

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus took His disciples up north to the area 

around Caesarea Philippi to get away from the crowds for a bit.  This 

basically meant Jesus and the disciples would be alone and Jesus 

could pay attention to their instruction.  In modern day terms, this 

was part of their seminary training.  

 

Many Christian seminary professors will tell you all theology is 

Christology.  That is, if you solidly understand the identity of Christ, 

the rest of theology is a piece of cake.  Apparently, Jesus thought the 

same thing because He began teaching His disciples about the nature 

of the Christ.  Of course, in Jesus case, this means teaching the 

disciples about Himself.  

 

He began by asking them to consider what people were saying about 

Him: “Who do people say that I am?” The disciples came back with 

all kinds of answers: “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 

others, one of the prophets.”   

 

Then Jesus moves on by asking them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” He wanted to hear their personal confession.  Of course, Peter 



was the first to put into words what the other disciples were thinking, 

“You are the Christ.”  In this case, Peter got the words exactly right; 

he was a hero for only a few short verses.  We quickly learn even 

though he got the words right, He didn’t really understand their true 

meaning.  

 

At this point in His ministry, Jesus knew the disciples did not 

properly understand the meaning of Peter’s good confession.  That is 

the reason He told the disciples to keep quiet about it for the time 

being and also the reason Jesus began telling them about the true 

meaning of Peter’s confession.  Today’s Gospel says, “He began to 

teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be 

killed, and after three days rise again.  And he said this plainly.”   

 

His disciples found this message to be deeply offensive.  Peter, 

especially, took offense at Jesus’ words.  “Peter took [Jesus] aside 

and began to rebuke him.”  We don’t use the word rebuke often, but 

it means Peter really laid into Jesus.  Peter actually tried to chew 

Jesus out.  

 

Of course Jesus loved Peter too much to let him get away with that.  

Jesus stopped, did an about face and laid into Peter.  Jesus used some 

pretty strong language too: “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 

setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”  

Jesus could be gentle, but not this time; He blasted Peter.  

 

Just last week, we talked about how the devil tempted Jesus.  When 

Peter took Jesus aside and scolded Jesus, he was acting as an agent of 

Satan.  He was tempting Jesus to give up his road to the cross.  

 

The cross is the primary reason the Son of God took on human flesh 

in the first place.  The Old Testament declares the Christ must suffer, 



die, and rise from the dead.  This was the plan from eternity.  This is 

exactly what Jesus was teaching His disciples when Peter interrupted 

Him.  

 

The devil is still at work trying to hide the cross.  Our modern society 

often finds the cross to be offensive.  It is gruesome, bloody 

spectacle.  It is hard to contemplate in its shame and cruelty.  Many 

will try to bury the cross’s message.  Jesus loves these people too 

much to let them get away with it.  Today’s Gospel speaks to those 

who wish to hide the cross and says, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 

are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 

man.”  

 

Some people say, “All right already, we’ve heard about the cross.  

Now, let’s move on to the other teachings of the Bible.”  To these 

people Jesus says, “Get behind me, Satan!”  

 

The Holy Spirit inspired St. Paul to write to the Corinthians, [1 Cor 

2:2] “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 

and him crucified.”  However, some will ask, “Does every study need 

to talk about the cross?” To these people Jesus says, “Get behind me, 

Satan!”  

  

St. Matthew records, [Matt 19:14] “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom 

of heaven.’”  But some ask, “Do we have to remind the children of 

that ugly, old cross every Sunday?” To these people Jesus says, “Get 

behind me, Satan!”  

 

The devil, the world, and our own sinful nature would do anything 

and everything to get the cross out of our lives, for it is on the cross 

that our Savior died and defeated the devil, the world, and our own 

sinful nature.  It is on the cross our Savior died to take away our sins.  



The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write, [1 Cor 1:23-24] “but we 

preach Christ crucified a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  

 

Jesus doesn’t beat around the bush.  He used stern words with Peter 

and He uses stern words with us.  However, these words are not 

designed to drive us away.  They are designed to place us back where 

we belong.  Jesus did not tell Peter and the other disciples, “So, you 

are offended by the cross.  Then you can no longer be my disciples.”   

 

Instead, He continued to teach them.  He continued to prepare them.  

When the time was right, when the disciples had lived through the 

experience of knowing their master was dead on a cross, Jesus rose 

from the dead, appeared to them and as St. Luke writes, [Luke 24:45-

48] “Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and 

said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 

the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness 

of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.’”  He restored 

them to Himself.  

 

He does the same thing with us.  In spite of our rebellion, He calls us 

to follow Him.  He opens our eyes to the power of God in His 

crucifixion.  He shows us the forgiveness of our sins in His 

crucifixion.  In His crucifixion He shows us salvation and life 

everlasting.  

 

You receive all these things through the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith in 

Him.  Through that same faith you will follow Him through death 

into the resurrection of everlasting life.  

 



Jesus promised life in this world will be hard for those who follow 

Him.  Your confession of faith may bring shame in this world.  It 

may even bring you to death.  Yet He promised, “Whoever loses his 

life for my sake and the sake of the gospel will save it.”  You who 

have the Holy Spirit’s gift of faith in Jesus Christ may lose 

everything in this world, but in the end, God will give you eternal 

life. 


