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“…at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
 
The Preacher in the Book of Ecclesiastes says, [Eccl 3:1-3] “For 
everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven:  a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a 
time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 
time to break down, and a time to build up;” There is a time for each 
of us to be called to our eternal rest.  We do not know what time this 
will happen, but we know that all things are in God’s hands and in 
His time.  There came a time for each of us to be born, whenever that 
was for each of us.  There came a time for us to go to school, a time 
to learn, and a time to grow.  There came a time for us to get married 
and, for most of us, a time to start families.  There was a time for us 
to become baptized and to be confirmed.  Most of these events took 
place at certain structured points in time.  Our parents or we saw to it 
that these things happened in a certain order.  This order provides a 
form of structure in our lives. 
 
We have structure in our lives so that we do not fall to pieces; God 
has seen to that.  He gave us His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  St. Paul writes, [Gal 4:4-5] “But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.”  “For while we were still weak,” Paul says 
in our text, “at the right time Christ died for the ungodly” All time is 
in God’s hands; all things are under His feet.  Our heavenly Father 
knew when the right time was for His Son to come and be born, to 
come and die.  He came to live and die while we were still sinners 
before we were righteous before we even came to be.  



Martin Luther says, “‘He died at the time when we were weak,’ that 
is, He died at the time when we were not yet righteous and whole, but 
rather weak and sickly, so that the meaning is: ‘at the right time,’ 
namely, at that time when we were still weak.”  We know this is true, 
for this has been our condition since the fall.  King David reflected 
upon his own sinful nature, confessing, [Ps 51:3-5] “For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against you, you only, 
have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.  Behold, I 
was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”  
In another of his “penitential psalms,” David confesses, [Ps 6:2-3] 
“Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; heal me, O Lord, 
for my bones are troubled.  My soul also is greatly troubled.  But you, 
O Lord—how long?”, and again, [Ps 102:24-27] “‘O my God,’ I say, 
‘take me not away in the midst ‘of my days—you whose years endure 
throughout all generations!’  Of old you laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands.  They will perish, 
but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment.  You will 
change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the 
same, and your years have no end.”   God is eternal; He has no 
beginning and no end.  He has seen everything, and there is nothing 
new under the sun.  He has seen the total depravity of mankind, 
which has been in existence ever since the days after the Creation.  
He has seen that, on account of the devil, the world, and mankind’s 
sinful flesh, man is inherently evil and has no good within him.  Any 
good work that we do apart from faith is sin.  The sinful world calls it 
a good work, but God calls it sin since faith in Him is absent from the 
work. 
 
We are not righteous folks, nor are we even good. Paul is right when 
he says in our text, “.  For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 
die…” (v. 7).  No one in his right mind here on earth should even 



think of dying for us.  There is nothing in us that makes us worth 
dying for, for we are poor, miserable sinners who daily sin much and 
surely deserve nothing but God’s temporal and eternal punishment.  
 
So it is that, while we were unrighteous, God sent His only Son, 
begotten by the Father from eternity, conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, born under the law to redeem us who were 
under the law so that we would receive the adoption as sons, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  Yes, this 
happened 2,000 years ago, but what our Lord did on the cross still 
benefits us today, for His sacrifice of His body and blood was made 
once and for all time, under His time, [Eccl 3:3] “…a time to kill, and 
a time to heal”.  Paul writes, “For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life” (v. 10).  Why are we 
saved?  We have been saved through Baptism, through which the 
Holy Spirit works within us saving faith in Christ.  Paul also writes, 
[Gal 2:20] “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” and again, [Rom 6:4-5, 8, 11] “We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”  
Continuing in verse 8: “Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him.” and in verse 11: “So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  
 
Christ was born at the right time.  Christ was crucified at the right 
time.  Christ rose again at the right time.  It was the right time 
because His saving us took place in His time.  We rejoice, for we 
became baptized in His time.  As in out text verse 11 states, “More 



than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation.”  In His time, 
for all time, to the end of time, [Ecc 3:3b] “...a time to break down, 
and a time to build up.”  


