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“But he was speaking about the temple of his body.” 

 

If we are not very careful, it can seem a Jesus is two different people.  

In last week’s Gospel Jesus rebuked Peter and said, [Mark 8:33] “Get 

behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of 

God, but on the things of man.”  At another time, He went on a rant 

against the scribes and Pharisees.  Among other things, He called 

them children of hell, blind fools, white-washed tombs full of dead 

men’s bones, serpents, vipers, and murderers in Matthew chapter 23.  

Now, in today’s Gospel, we read about Jesus braiding a whip and 

driving the merchants out of the temple.  

 

Today’s Gospel seems to show us a Rambo Jesus who wants to cause 

chaos in the temple.  Contrast to Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount 

who just wants everyone to get along.  We can get really confused 

about Jesus, His teachings, and His work if we are not careful to 

understand what is happening here.  A little background information 

will help us understand the reason Jesus became angry.  

 

There was a special place on the temple grounds called the “Court of 

the Gentiles.”  While there were many places in the temple off limits 

to Gentiles, one area was set aside for them.  Anyone who loved God, 

regardless of His origin, could come to the Court of the Gentiles and 

worship God.  At the dedication of the first temple, Solomon prayed 

these words, [2 Chr 6:32-33] “Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not 

of your people Israel, comes from a far country for the sake of your 

great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm, when 

he comes and prays toward this house, hear from heaven your 

dwelling place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to 



you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your name 

and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may know that 

this house that I have built is called by your name.”  

 

Isaiah wrote, [Isa 56:6-7] “And the foreigners who join themselves to 

the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be 

his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 

and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings 

and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall 

be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”  

 

The court of the Gentiles was a place where anyone could come and 

find solitude and peace in the presence of God.  The only thing is, 

when Jesus stepped into the Court of the Gentiles, it sounded and 

smelled more like an animal auction barn than a place of solitude and 

peace.  God’s Holy House seemed more like a shopping Mall on the 

Day after Thanksgiving than a place for prayer and meditation.  The 

banking and merchandizing were keeping God’s gifts away from 

God’s people.  

 

One of the many things we learn from the Bible is God takes action 

when someone or something prevents His people from receiving His 

gifts.  Well, Jesus is God; shouldn’t we expect Jesus to take action 

when His people are not able to receive His gifts.  Jesus spoke against 

the scribes and Pharisees for giving people their opinions instead of 

God’s gifts.  Jesus scolded Peter because Peter was trying to stop 

Jesus from giving the greatest gift of all.  Jesus took action in the 

temple because His people were not able to receive His gifts.  He 

takes action against those who block the gifts.  Jesus warned those 

who would block His gifts with these words, [Mark 9:42] “Whoever 

causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 

better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he 



were thrown into the sea.”  Given the serious nature of this warning, 

we should examine ourselves on a regular basis.  Have we ever 

prevented God’s people from receiving His gifts in His house?  

 

One of the saddest things in today’s Gospel is the reaction of the 

Jewish authorities.  They should have been ecstatic that Jesus cleared 

out the merchants and the moneychangers.  They should have never 

let this situation develop in the first place.  When the first vendor 

applied for permission to sell his wares in the temple courts, they 

should have said, “No!” Instead, they got angry with Jesus, the 

messenger.  Merchants were profaning the temple and they 

questioned the one person who was trying to set things right.  

 

The temple authorities should have praised Jesus for making it 

possible for Gentiles to receive God’s gifts.  Instead, they began to 

cross-examine Him.  “What sign do you show us for doing these 

things?” Jesus responded with one of those answers no one 

understood until after He rose from the dead.  He answered, “Destroy 

this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” John himself tells us 

it was only after Jesus rose from the dead did the disciples understand 

what Jesus meant Himself when He said destroy this temple.  Jesus 

was saying, “Destroy me and I will rise from the dead in three days.”  

With these words, Jesus is saying, “I am the Christ, the Son of God.”  

 

Christ’s words are more than a figure of speech.  He is the ultimate 

temple.  After all, the temple is the place where God makes Himself 

known to His people, and Jesus is God in the flesh.  When Jesus said, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up,” He was 

doing more than giving a sign to the temple authorities.   

 

Jesus cleared out the temple with a whip made of cords.  The words 

“Destroy this temple” tell us He used something much more precious 

to cleanse us from sin.  He allowed the authorities to abuse the temple 



of His body.  They arrested Him, beat and then nailed Him to a 

cross.  They did everything they could to destroy the temple of His 

body.  In this way, He produced the cleansing agent that cleans away 

all our sin; His holy precious blood.  

 

Jesus also said, “…in three days I will raise it up.”  This is the sign of 

the resurrection.  It is in His resurrection from the dead we have the 

sure and certain hope our sins are gone.  As the Holy Spirit works 

faith in our hearts, we know Jesus moved into us and we are now 

temples of God.  As St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, [1 Cor 3:16-

17] “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 

Spirit dwells in you?  God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.”  

 

The God-man who took action to cleanse His temple made of stone 

promised He will purify His living temples including you.  Just as He 

brought His temple back from the dead, so also will He come one day 

to raise your temple back to life.  On that day, He will give eternal 

life in both body and soul to all who believe in Him and yes that 

includes you. 


