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“…I say to you, arise.” 

 

Jesus held three offices while He was here on Earth and in time.  

They were prophet, priest, and king.  Today’s Gospel focuses on His 

office as prophet.  

 

A prophet is one who speaks for God; so in a way, Jesus has to be a 

prophet, since He is both fully God and fully man, every word that 

comes out of His mouth is God’s Word.  Who could speak for God 

better than God Himself?  

 

A popular notion of prophets is they foretell the future.  While it is 

true some prophets did, it is really a small part of their calling.   

Prophets actually spent most of their time calling people’s attention 

to things they should know, but ignore.  When you read the Old 

Testament prophets, a common thread is God wants to protect His 

people from the evil of this world and it is a really bad idea to reject 

God and tell Him to leave you alone.  When you tell God to stop 

meddling in your affairs, including His protection from evil, like 

those neighboring countries who would like to enslave you if they 

could, or plagues, earthquakes, and other natural disasters.  For those 

who insist on keeping God out of their lives until they die, God will 

even withhold that meddlesome sense of His eternal presence.  Sadly, 

people often ignored the prophets and their message and suffered the 

consequences.  Prophets’ lives were often frustrating because they 

had God’s word of salvation and no one wanted to hear it.  

 

The Old Testament prophets also performed miracles.  The book of 

Second Kings records them healing leprosy, bring people back from 



the dead, performing miracles such as making an iron axe head float 

on water.  Jesus followed in the footsteps of the Old Testament 

prophets.  Like prophets of old, Jesus’ miracles were signs His 

teachings were true.  

 

Every miracle Jesus did was unique.  Sometimes, He went to 

someone’s house and other times, He healed from afar.  Sometimes, 

He simply spoke a word or He incorporated physical things such as 

making a mudpack from dust and his own saliva to apply to the eyes 

of the blind.  Many times He touched the untouchable.  

 

The miracles of a prophet were part of their teaching ministry.  Even 

today, we learn much from the miracles related to us in God’s Word.  

The miracles in today’s Gospel are no exception.  

 

The first one deals with a woman who was the victim of a real 

“Catch-22.”  This woman had a bleeding disorder for twelve years.  

Ceremonial regulations stated this disorder made the victim unclean, 

just like lepers.  This woman should keep her distance from people 

and certainly not be in a crowd.  Yet, her only hope of healing was in 

the crowd.  

 

Her condition was so desperate she decided to violate the regulation.  

She hoped to infiltrate the crowd, touch Jesus, and then escape 

without being noticed.  When she entered the crowd of people around 

Jesus, she was exposing every one of them to her uncleanness.  She 

was risking a great deal as she quietly made her way through the 

crowd in order to touch Jesus.  

 

The woman’s plan seemed to work.  She made her way to Jesus and 

touched His garment.  She felt the healing within and knew the 

bleeding stopped.  She was about to make her escape when Jesus 

stopped and turned.  He said, “Who touched my garments?”  



 

Given the size and nature of the crowd, the disciples didn’t quite 

know what to make of such a question.  People were jostling each 

other all over the place.  But the woman knew whom Jesus meant.  

As Jesus continued to wait, the woman had no choice but to confess.  

She had taken a miracle without asking Jesus.  Perhaps she felt as 

though she had stolen it.  This woman knew she was unworthy to be 

in the presence of Jesus.  

 

How soothing it must have been to hear Jesus’ voice as He said to 

her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be 

healed of your disease.”  Daughter, go in peace.  He did not scold, 

punish or ridicule.  Instead, He included her in His family and gave 

her His peace.  She was now truly free both of her affliction and her 

guilt.  Only then was her healing complete.  

 

Like that woman, we all have secrets.  We have all done and thought 

shameful things.  We all struggle with things we hope will remain 

private forever, bad judgments, bad lifestyle choices, medical and 

psychological addictions, evil thoughts, desires, and so forth.  We all 

hope some things never see the light of day.  There are things we are 

afraid to admit even in our prayers.  

 

We may think we can keep our secrets hidden, yes even from God.  

We may think it is in our best interest to bury our secrets forever.  

The only problem is that can’t happen.  With God there are no 

secrets; He knows everything.  He knows things we hide, even from 

ourselves.  Thankfully, Jesus doesn’t use His knowledge against us.  

He loves and wants to cure us of our guilt.  He wants to heal our 

spirits and give us His peace.  

 

This is the reason He came to earth, not come to condemn, but to 

heal.  He came to save us from our secrets and not so secret sins.  He 



exposed Himself to our unclean thoughts, feelings, and desires; then 

exchanged them for His holiness.  When He took our sins to the 

cross, He died for all of them, even for those secret ones, even for 

those buried deep and forgotten.  

 

He already knows our secrets and paid for them.  We can join the 

woman at His feet and tell Him the whole truth.  Then we too will 

hear those healing words as he says, “[Son -] Daughter, your faith has 

made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”  We can 

truly be free of our guilt and certain in the fact of our salvation.  

 

Now, while Jesus was dealing with this woman, someone was 

waiting to move on.  The Bible records no words from Jairus during 

the exchange between Jesus and the woman, but I know if I were 

there, I would be thinking, “All right already.  She’s been bleeding 

for twelve years.  What harm can there be in another day or two?  My 

daughter is near death.  Let’s go!” Then, just as they get under way 

again, messengers come with the news the daughter died.  I am sure 

Jairus was beside himself with grief.   But Jesus gave Jairus words of 

comfort, “Do not fear, only believe.”  With these words, Jesus 

assured Jairus there was still hope.  With these words, Jesus gave 

Jairus the strength to carry on.  

 

Jesus went to Jarius’ house and began teaching him to see with new 

eyes.  As He entered He said to the mourners, “Why are you making 

a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.”  

Where the world saw death, the savior saw someone he could awaken 

more easily than a parent can awaken a child.  Jesus went in to the 

girl and took her hand.  With a few words, He not only brought her to 

life, but He brought her back to perfect health.  

 

This miracle is a small demonstration of the great resurrection that 

waits for all of us on the last day.  On that day, Jesus will cause all 



the dead to rise.  Those who believe in Jesus Christ will rise to eternal 

life.  Those who do not will rise to eternal judgment.  

 

There is one great difference between the resurrection of Jairus’ 

daughter and the resurrection on the last day.  Jairus’ daughter was 

restored to a state consistent with her age.  She continued to grow old 

and eventually died again.  On the last day, we will rise never to die 

again.  We know this because the one who grasped hand of a dead 

daughter and restored her to life also rose from the dead.  On the last 

day He will take our hand and raise us as well, not to return to this 

life, but to life without end.  As the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to say, 

[1 Cor 15:53] “This perishable body must put on the imperishable, 

and this mortal body must put on immortality.”  

 

The last day is coming.  On that day, we will no longer be ashamed.  

All of our sins, even our secret sins, will be gone.  Forgiven by the 

blood of Jesus Christ.  Christ will call us forth and we shall be united 

with Him forever to live in blissful eternity in the new heavens and 

the new earth.   


