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“…except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed 

them.” 

 

Last week, we looked at Jesus as the prophet who performs miracles.  

This week, Jesus shows us one of the other characteristics of the 

office of prophet.  That characteristic is rejection.  

 

One of the greatest tragedies of Israel’s history is their inability to 

listen to the prophets.  God sent prophet after prophet.  Every word 

they said came true.  However, the people, usually did not believe.  

The prophets spoke God’s word of salvation and, most of the time, no 

one listened.  Eventually, Assyria carried the northern kingdom into 

slavery and, a few hundred years later, Nebuchadnezzar did the same 

to the southern kingdom.  

 

After Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem, there were still a few 

people left in the land.  These people came to Jeremiah and said to, 

[Jer 42:5-6] “May the Lord be a true and faithful witness against us if 

we do not act according to all the word with which the Lord your 

God sends you to us.  Whether it is good or bad, we will obey the 

voice of the Lord our God to whom we are sending you, that it may 

be well with us when we obey the voice of the Lord our God.”  The 

people’s words sounded pretty good.  

 

God gave an answer to Jeremiah, part of it:  [Jer 42:15-16] “If you 

will remain in this land, then I will build you up and not pull you 

down; I will plant you, and not pluck you up; for I relent of the 

disaster that I did to you. [But] if you set your faces to enter Egypt 

and go to live there, then the sword that you fear shall overtake you 



there in the land of Egypt, and the famine of which you are afraid 

shall follow close after you to Egypt, and there you shall die.”  So, 

God basically said, “I know you want to go to Egypt for protection.  

Don’t do that.  Stay where you are and you will be safe.  If you go to 

Egypt, you will die.”  You can guess what the people did, yes they 

went to Egypt.  They trusted the protection of Egypt more than they 

trusted the protection of God.  Guess what happened next.  Now that 

Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed Jerusalem and checked that off his to-

do list he moved on to the next task, “Conquer Egypt.”  The remnant 

in Judah left a land that would have been ignored for a generation or 

so and went straight to the battle front between Egypt and Babylon.  

Everyone said they would do whatever God said, but as soon as 

God’s answer was not what they expected, they rejected it.  

 

The same thing happened to Jesus in Nazareth in today’s Gospel.  

Now, we don’t know for sure how many times Jesus tried to teach in 

His hometown during His ministry.  What we do know is every time 

the Bible relates His ministry in Nazareth, it does not go well.  In 

fact, Saint Luke’s Gospel [Luke 4:16-30] indicates the people tried to 

kill Him on one of His attempts to bring the Good News to Nazareth.  

 

When I was young, I wondered why the people in Nazareth rejected 

Jesus.  Jesus was popular everywhere He went.  People brought the 

sick, the lame, the unclean, even the dead, and Jesus healed them.  

You would think the Nazareth officials would want to give Him the 

first century equivalent of the “key to the city.”   Instead, He gets 

abuse.  Instead of being proud of their local boy made good, they 

asked, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom 

given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands?  Is not 

this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses 

and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And 

they took offense at him.  They were so offended only a few people 



brought sick and injured for healing so He could do no mighty work 

there.  How sad!  Even Jesus marveled because of their unbelief.  

 

The fact is we are not much different than the people in Nazareth.  

The message Jesus has for us is still offensive to many, even some 

who claim to be Christians.  How sad it is that many who call 

themselves Christians are offended by the very teachings of the 

Christ they claim to worship.  

 

The fact of the matter is faithful people who share God’s message 

regularly experience controversy and opposition.  People don’t 

always like what God has to say.  This leads to arguments and 

conflict.  As long as we must live in this sinful world, controversy 

and opposition will be part of the Christian life.  

 

In spite of the world’s opposition, Jesus does not stop offering His 

gifts.  He continued to send His disciples out to prepare the way for 

His ministry even though He knew they would experience 

opposition.  He gave them the authority to bless those who received 

them and the authority to shake the dust off their feet against those 

who did not.  The Lord did not withhold His gifts just because His 

disciples would experience rejection.  

 

Jesus still offers those gifts today.  When Jesus died on the cross, He 

did not die for nice people.  No, He died for sinners.  The Bible states 

quite clearly in St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, [Rom 3:23] “all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Which means He died for 

everybody.  He died for those who rejected Him in Nazareth and He 

died for those who still reject Him today.  He offers His gifts to all, 

even those who reject Him time and time again.  

 

Jesus loves you.  He wants you to know about Him.  He gave the 

church the command to teach the nations to hold fast to ALL the 



things He taught.  Take advantage of this command.  Learn about the 

Christ who loves you and gave Himself into death for you.  Learn 

about the savior who delights in giving you the things that are very 

best for you.  Learn about Lord who rose from the dead in order to 

give you the promise of eternal life.  

 

A word of warning though, God’s Word is divisive.  The Holy Spirit 

inspired the writer to the Hebrews to say, [Heb 4:12] “The word of 

God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  The division is 

between those who are faithful to Christ’s teachings and those who 

reject them.  You will face hardship and ridicule when trying to share 

God’s Word with others.   

 

Perhaps even heartache when trying to share with a loved one God’s 

Word for their salvation. Remember, Jesus faced opposition in 

Nazareth, His hometown, because the people rejected God’s Word.  

Eventually, the people who rejected God’s Word arranged to have 

Him nailed to a cross.  With His death on the cross, He reconciled 

you to God, giving you forgiveness and life. You are among those 

who say of Jesus: “blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord.”  This is great news to you, for you will live forever in the 

presence of the Lord, both here in time and into eternity. 


