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“…a righteous Branch to spring up for David…” 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill 

the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  In 

those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land.  In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: 

‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  

The Branch of Righteousness sprang up in the womb of the Virgin 

Mary.  He was born to the house of David, fulfilling the promise that 

a King, a Son, would be born from this clan that would rule for all 

eternity. 

 

How many centuries did mankind wait for this Branch to arise?  Nine 

centuries since David, many centuries before that as prophet after 

prophet foretold His arrival.  Many gave up hope.  Many stopped 

believing the Messiah would come.  Some still waited, eagerly seeing 

in faith what their eyes had not yet seen. 

 

When He came, this Man who was the Fulfillment of the ages came 

to give righteousness and salvation to all men.  He is the Shoot of 

Jesse, the Branch that bears abundant fruit for men.  As He was hung 

upon the tree of the Cross, so He became the Tree of Life that gives 

abundant life.  The Branch was cut off for the punishment of all sins, 

even yours.  Yet He could not remain cut off in death, for He is the 

Righteous, eternal Branch.  So, He saved us from the ancient serpent, 

satan, and rescued us out of the jaws of death. 

 



This Man sat down upon the throne of His forefather David, the 

eternal throne at the right hand of the Father.  Now the Branch rules 

for all time over heaven and earth, not only by His divine power, 

since He is the Son of God.  But He also rules now in His grace, since 

He established a new House built upon His Blood.  His people are all 

those of faith, the new Israel, who shall live in Him forever and ever. 

 

Here in this House, the Branch of Righteousness also springs forth 

today.  He comes to speak salvation from satan and death.  He comes 

to give out His righteousness through His mighty Word. 

 

All mankind needs this coming of the Branch.  All men are sinful, 

and therefore need this Savior to come into their midst to give His 

forgiveness.  But many have given up hope.  Many have stopped 

believing in the coming of Messiah among men through Word and 

Sacrament.  Many think Christ is far distant in heaven and does not 

come among men. 

 

Many of us will say He comes here, but we often do not act as if He 

really does.  We place so many other things in higher positions of 

importance than the coming of Christ in the Divine Service. 

 

Often, we grow sleepy and complacent, falling into rhythms and 

habits, forgetting this worship is the coming of the Branch of 

Righteousness.  We forget He is here, the King of the universe, the 

Son of David, in our midst.  Our spirits are slow and cold too often, 

as if He does not come. 

 

But He comes here indeed, since He prophesied and promised it.  He 

said He would be here, and He does not break His promises, made 

some two thousand years ago.  He is here in His Body and Blood.  He 

is here speaking, since He who hears His slaves is hearing Him.  Here 

He is in the midst of us, where two or three gathers together.  He 



shall come in this way to be with us always, until the very end of the 

age.  Although our slothful souls are not worthy of His coming, He 

comes anyway, to give us grace. 

 

We frail sinners lack reverence so often, He should come as a 

punishing King.  We who are sleepy in the presence of the Almighty 

should receive the due rewards of our unrighteousness.  But He will 

not have it.  He is a King who gives freely, without cost.  He gives 

you now the royal garments of His own righteousness, to replace the 

filthy rags of your trespasses and sins.  He gives life that does not 

end.  He gives you Paradise and a place at the eternal banquet feast. 

 

For the Branch will also come once more.  He will return, as He 

prophesied and promised.  Although many years have passed and 

many are giving up hope, He continues to promise you He will come 

one more time. 

 

“Only one more time?” you may ask.  Yes, only once more, since 

when He comes again He will take you home, never to leave you 

again.  Although even now He is not distant from you, yet then He 

will be with you face to face.  He will show you His majesty and 

love, unveiled and glorious. 

 

Then He will transform your lowly, sin-warped flesh into pure 

righteousness.  Everything will be exactly the way it should be; your 

body, your soul, your mind, all perfect in the image of God, without a 

single flaw or blemish.  That is the full flower and final fruit of the 

Branch of Righteousness for you. 

 

For He has executed judgment for you.  Upon the Cross, His Blood 

spoke on your behalf to declare you righteous.  In the Font of Holy 

Baptism, He spoke again to declare you, even you, are beloved and 

well-pleasing to His Father.  His Word of the Gospel declares you not 



guilty, now and for all time.  That is the judgment of God through His 

Branch. 

 

So you are safe, now and always.  You have been grafted onto the 

True Branch that never dies.  His life is your life, and it cannot end.  

Now this is hidden from your sight, but at His Return all hidden 

things shall be revealed. 

 

God give you faith to see what is hidden, to recognize His salvation 

in your midst. Deo Gratias! Thanks be to God! 


