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“And his disciples believed in him.” 

Whenever we consider the Gospel Account of John, we should recall 

the purpose of His Gospel: [John 20:30-31] “Now Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 

his name.”  So while Jesus certainly does honor the Holy Estate of 

Marriage with His presence at this wedding, the primary purpose for 

including this event is the epiphany of Jesus as the Christ, the focus 

of the true faith that gives eternal life.  It would be correct to say John 

is an epiphany Gospel; a Gospel that shows us Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God. 

The account of Jesus changing water into wine is one of the more 

popular accounts of Jesus’ life.  I am guessing it might be because the 

level of conflict is fairly low; biggest conflict is running out of wine.  

Although this would be incredibly embarrassing at the time, it is not 

really a big deal when placed within the context of the entire married 

life of a couple.  It is one of those things a couple can laugh about in 

later years. 

This account has a low level of conflict in other ways.  It is the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  He has not yet caught the attention of 

religious authorities in Jerusalem.  He doesn’t encounter any demons 

or cleanse any lepers.  In many ways, Jesus is still just this nice guy 

from Nazareth.  Everything in this account is pretty ordinary stuff 

until, of course, Jesus changed the water into wine. 

John wants us to understand this miracle is not just a gesture to help 

some friends avoid an embarrassing situation.  John informs us this 



was Jesus’ first sign.  The word sign in this context is a lot like the 

word certification.  John does not want us to simply rejoice in the 

miracles of Jesus, but He also wants us to see the miracles as Jesus’ 

credentials.  They point to him and reveal him as the Son of God.  

These signs point to the spiritual truth of the Christ, the Messiah, the 

Anointed One who took on our flesh, lived among us, and 

experienced everything we experience.  They reveal Jesus, who, 

while fully human and like us in every way, except without sin, is 

also fully God. These miracles are signs that reveal Jesus for who he 

really is, namely, the Word made flesh, who created all things and 

who upholds all things in himself.  They reveal the glory of the one 

and only Son of God, Jesus Christ.  This sign is the first of a trail of 

signs that will lead to the ultimate sign of the empty tomb. 

There is another first in this account.  When Jesus was speaking to 

His mother, He said, “My hour has not yet come.”  This statement 

indicates Jesus is on a schedule.  There is a specific time and place 

for everything Jesus does in His ministry. 

This idea pops up several times in John’ Gospel.  For example: Jesus’ 

opponents tried to arrest Him before the right time and we read, [John 

7:30] “They were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on 

him, because his hour had not yet come.”  This hour, this special time 

is always in the future until the evening before the crucifixion.  Then 

we read: [John 12:23] “Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified.’”  Jesus knew it was time for His 

arrest followed by His suffering, His death, and His resurrection. 

All of us know our time is in God’s hands.  We can make plans, try to 

prepare for future possibilities.  It is even wise to do this, however, 

our life belongs to God.  In the end, He is the one who plans our lives 

and He does not have to tell us what our future will bring. 



Jesus was different in this regard.  He knew what was in His future.  

He knew at the right time and place, He would suffer the wrath of 

God against our sins as He hung on a cross.  He knew this hour 

waited for Him and He knew the time of this sacrifice was already 

established before the creation of the world. 

As we read the account of the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, it 

seems as though Jesus is a totally helpless prisoner in the hands of the 

authorities.  It seems as though He is the unfortunate victim of a 

vendetta against Him.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.  

When we hear Jesus say, “My hour has not yet come,” we know He 

is in charge and things are going according to His plan. 

When we hear Jesus talking about His hour, it tells us Jesus is already 

on the path leading to His arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection.  It tells 

us Jesus is already on the path to the suffering and death that wins our 

salvation; the path that frees us from our sin. 

Our culture has a problem with Jesus and His hour of salvation.  It is 

in the three-letter word, sin.  Our culture does not want to admit sin 

exists.  Oh, there are people like Adolph Hitler who were bad, but 

most people are good.  They only do bad things because they are 

victims of their environment or so our culture wants to believe. 

TV Commentator Bill O’Reilly, he coined the phrase: “The spin 

stops here.”  Our culture doesn’t believe in lies but in “spin.”  We try 

to re-label our sinful activities so they don’t seem sinful.  We call 

homosexuality a “lifestyle,” abortion a “choice,” killing human 

embryos a “path to a cure,” and euthanasia the “compassionate relief 

of suffering.”  Well does Isaiah prophesy, [Isa 5:20-21] “Woe to 

those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light 

and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 

Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their 



own sight!” We live in a culture that celebrates the obscene and 

persecutes the righteous. 

That’s why we need Jesus.  We need His cross and resurrection.  We 

need the healing He brings for our sin-caused wounds.  We need to 

repent of the spin that produces the death of the innocent and the 

worship of the obscene.  We need to confess our sin to God our 

Father and receive the healing forgiveness Jesus earned for us in His 

hour, the time He suffered the wrath of God for us on the cross. 

Jesus has special healing for those who have come to the horrible 

realization of what they have done.  Mothers who murdered their 

children and the abortionists can repent of their sins and receive the 

washing of forgiveness in the blood of Jesus Christ.  Those who once 

saw murder as a treatment for suffering can also confess their sins 

and receive the forgiveness Jesus earned for them on the cross.  

Those who struggle with sinful choices can receive strength in the 

forgiveness Jesus earned for them on the cross.   

In fact, we all sin daily and find forgiveness and comfort in Jesus 

Christ.  As we say in the Divine Service every week, [1 John 1:8-9] 

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

As we consider the wine that was once water, let us remember this 

first sign, Jesus knowingly followed the path that led to His hour on 

the cross.  Let us consider the love that enabled Him to endure and 

earn salvation for all people.  Consider the eternal love you will 

experience as you are with Him in paradise.  Also consider the 

eternal love you already have.  Finally, consider the fact His eternal 

love gives you the strength to endure until the hour when He calls 

you out of this wretched world to Himself in paradise.  Soli Deo 

Gloria!  Glory to God alone!  


