
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany/February 10, 2019 

Luke 5:1-11/The Net 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

Pastor Jerry Stobaugh 

 

“…From now on you will catch men.” 

When I say the word “net” what comes to mind?  Perhaps that 

collection of interconnected networks commonly known as the 

internet?   Or maybe the long nets used by ocean-going fishing 

trawlers?  Or even ones thrown from shore by people trying to catch 

reef fish in Hawaii? 

Today’s narrative people were crowded around Jesus by Lake 

Gennesaret, aka the Sea of Galilee. The Bible says they were 

listening to the Word of God.  In the early years of Christianity, 

people who were learning about Christianity for the first time but 

were not yet baptized were called hearers of the Word. We know 

from Jesus’ preaching he presented himself as the promised Son of 

God sent to save God’s people.  As Jesus preached and taught in 

Galilee, the light of God shined in dark places. The prophecy of old 

came true, [Is 9:2] “The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has 

light shone.”   

What happened next showed how the light of Christ would continue 

to shine in this world until the dawn of eternity.  Two boats nearby 

had fished all night and caught nothing.  They fished with large nets 

lowered down into the dark water.  Students of the Bible know the 

deep water of the sea often represents the chaos of life without God. 

Down there you can’t see bottom and you never know what kind of 

creature is going to swallow you up.  

Jesus got into Peter’s boat and told him to go out into the deep water 

and lower his nets.  You know what happened.  As they pulled up the 

nets they found them so full of fish they began to break and he called 



to another boat to help with the great catch.  There was so many fish 

both boats were ready to sink.  Think how many tables were full of 

good food because of this one miracle of Jesus.  

We can learn from this miracle.  Through the centuries Christians 

associate the details of this narrative with the way the faith spreads 

throughout the world.  We take the sea to represent the world, the fish 

as people, men, women and children.  The net, no not that collection 

of inter-connected computer networks, but a fishing net and the hands 

that lower it as the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the 

boat is God’s Church, the gathering place of his people caught by the 

gospel.  

This shows us Jesus intends the world to come to him through the 

preaching of his gospel.  As the net of His Word is drawn through 

this world, people hear the voice of God and are caught alive.  They 

are brought from their hiding places in the depths up to the light of 

Jesus himself.  They come to see him as their savior and are brought 

into His kingdom to live.  

When Peter saw what Jesus did he was overwhelmed.  He too was 

caught up in the net and brought into the light of Jesus.  But the light 

shows things about Peter he would like to keep hidden.  We know 

there are things about us we would rather keep hidden from God as 

well.  But when we are brought up from the deep darkness, the light 

shows all our imperfections.  

Peter says, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  Peter is 

right.  He was the kind of fish that stays at the bottom out of the light.  

Jesus loves and wants him however.  Isaiah had the same reaction 

when he saw the throne of God and the angels flying about. “…for I 

am a man of unclean lips,” God purified Isaiah’s lips so he could 

speak the secrets of what he saw.  



When God’s word shines upon us, we have the same reaction.  Love 

God with all our heart? Why, we love so many things besides God!  

Love our neighbor as ourselves?  We’ll get around to it someday.  

We are so unworthy of God.  

When we come to the realization, like Peter and Isaiah, of how short 

we fall in obedience to God, we are overwhelmed with grief and 

despair.  But God would purify us as we are drawn into his presence.  

His word to us is forgiveness.  It gives us new life, a new reason for 

living.  “You are forgiven,” says Jesus.  

Jesus forgives Peter with the words, “Don’t be afraid, from now on 

you will catch men.”  Peter is in Jesus’ net, brought to the surface and 

exposed to the Son’s light, but he will live forever.  God will use 

Peter to fish for men.  

For twenty centuries the fishing has gone on.  People have become 

hearers of the Word through the preaching of the Word of Christ, 

how He died to remove our unworthiness.  The Light continues to 

shine in every place as the preaching goes on.  People are united with 

Christ in the washing of baptism and He comes to them in the Lord’s 

Supper to sustain their souls.  The Light continues to shine today as 

we are brought out of the darkness by Jesus’ net.  

Like Peter, we fish for men when we invite others to hear the Word 

of God among us.  We teach children, guide teenagers, strengthen 

families, and comfort the sick and those who mourn the death of 

loved ones.  The miracle of bringing fish into the boat is the miracle 

of making the unworthy sinner fit to stay in the presence of the holy 

God.  It is the miracle of the forgiveness of sins.  Not only does Peter 

receive the forgiveness of sins, but he will be catching men alive and 

bringing them into God’s boat, the church.  He will lower the net by 

preaching about Jesus Christ. He will declare the kingdom and bring 



them into that kingdom through preaching about Jesus work, through 

baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  

Catching souls for Jesus is not only Peter’s work.  All of you share in 

his work by hearing the word, by being a part of this congregation, by 

the sacrifices you make in order to bring an offering today out of the 

thankfulness in your heart to God for the net of the gospel pulled you 

out of darkness and hoisted you into the light of God’s boat.  Most 

importantly, you continue in the fishing for men by your witness to 

the word of God, the light of Galilee.  By your words to a friend, “Is 

there something I can ask of God for you?”  By your readiness to 

explain the faith in your own way, how Jesus brought you out of 

darkness and into eternal light.  

You may think your career, your family, your enjoyment of life is the 

most important thing in your life’s journey.  We know the work of 

God, fishing for men, is the ultimate reason God keeps us in this 

world.  There are so many fish in the deep sea, but God has given a 

strong enough net in the Word of Christ, and a big enough boat in the 

Christian Church, to accommodate all who will believe.  

Though the Church of Jesus Christ, the Light is shining on those who 

live in dark places.  The Light shined on you and revealed you to be a 

forgiven and restored children of God.  God wants you to offer this 

Light to the whole world.  May the Holy Spirit lead you and guide 

you as you go out as fishers of people.   Sola Scriptura!  Scripture 

Alone! 


