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“…your reward is great in heaven...” 

I’m sure most of you have heard the phrase “keeping up with the 

Joneses.”  Meaning they get something new and you have to get 

something new.  This action of course is deceptive because they may 

have the financial means for a new car, but that doesn’t mean you do.  

You can probably get one, but it is a financial disaster waiting to 

happen.  If you go this path, you are deceiving others and leading a 

life of financial deception.  

While it is very serious to lead a deceptive life financially, it is even 

more serious to lead a deceptive life spiritually.  Financial deception 

gets you into trouble in this life.  Spiritual deception will get you into 

trouble forever.  It is much better to lead a truthful life both 

financially and especially spiritually.  Today’s gospel tells us about a 

time Jesus taught about these two paths of life, the honest way of 

blessing and the deceptive way of woe.  

At first, it might appears Jesus is teaching the moral virtues of 

financial poverty and the evils of financial wealth.  The first beatitude 

in today’s Gospel is, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 

kingdom of God.  The first woe is, “But woe to you who are rich, for 

you have received your consolation.”  This certainly sounds as like 

Jesus is promoting poverty as good and wealth as evil.  

But there is a problem with this interpretation.  What do we do with 

God’s wealthy followers?  What do we do with Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob, who were all rich?  What do we do with Joseph of Arimathea 

and Nicodemus who buried Jesus?  In fact, what do we do with John 

who wrote a Gospel and his brother James?  They could hire servants 

to help them in the fishing business.  What about Matthew the tax 



collector?  He was wealthy enough to give a party in Jesus’ honor 

and invite all his friends.  Now, Jesus Himself was poor enough to 

say, [Luke 9:58] “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  However, He had 

wealthy followers, and He never condemned them for their wealth.  

What then does Jesus mean?  For help we look in Matthew where 

Jesus said, [Matt 5:3] “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.”  Jesus is not talking about being financially 

poor, but spiritually poor.  He is not asking us to look at our earthly 

portfolios, but our heavenly ones.  

As we look at these beatitudes, we see the spiritually poor, hungry, 

mourning, and persecuted stand before God honestly.  They know 

they are poor for they nothing of value towards salvation.  They 

hunger for God’s righteousness, righteousness Jesus Christ earned 

with His holy life, suffering and death.  They weep for their sins 

because they understand the curse they earn.  The Holy Spirit 

enlightened them so they are spiritually honest.  

Almighty God is pleased to provide what is lacking for those who are 

spiritually honest.  They receive the Kingdom of God.  That is, they 

receive Jesus Christ and all His gifts; namely forgiveness, life, and 

salvation.  Jesus Christ fills them with His righteousness as He takes 

away the emptiness of sin.  The Holy Spirit gives Christ’s 

righteousness as He works faith through Word and Sacrament.  The 

spiritually honest have the ultimate satisfaction that comes through 

Word and Sacrament here on earth and forever at the Heavenly feast.  

The world does not understand the honest way.  Ordinarily, the world 

loves “free”.  It rejoices over free food, free clothes, free tickets, etc.  

But, when it comes to free salvation, the greatest gift of all, the world 

becomes hateful.  The world hates God and therefore, the world hates 



all those who trust in God.  However, Jesus encourages His disciples 

to rejoice and leap for joy when the world persecutes them.  

Jesus is not talking about the hassles the world throws at all people 

every day.  These troubles are the natural result of sin in the world.  

Instead, Jesus is talking about those troubles we have specifically 

because we trust in Him.  Jesus is talking about the troubles we have 

simply because we are Christians.  

The Apostles for example stood before the Sanhedrin and were 

punished for preaching in the name of Jesus.  [Act 5:40-41] “When 

[the Sanhedrin] had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged 

them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they 

left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 

worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.”  

Those who trust in Jesus Christ will encounter slander, rejection, 

persecution, and, perhpas a violent death.  However, the eternal 

reward we receive through Jesus Christ lavishly compensates us well 

beyond the struggles of this life.  When we receive persecution for 

Jesus sake, the Holy Spirit gives us the ability to endure and triumph 

over it.  Spiritual honesty realizes persecution for Jesus sake is a sign 

of the heavenly reward.  

The sad thing about the deceptive path is the deceivers betray 

themselves.  God serves people with blessings beyond our 

understanding in His Word and Sacraments.  He offers the 

forgiveness Jesus earned with His death on the cross and His 

resurrection from the dead.  However, deceivers believe they serve 

God.  They believe they are rich in their own good works and rely on 

themselves for salvation.  They believe they are full of the 

righteousness leading to salvation and laugh at repentance as 

unnecessary.  They rely on themselves for salvation instead of 

trusting in God.  What they have on this earth is all they will ever 



have.  At the end of time, they will stand before God and God will 

send them away empty.  Those who relied on earthly wealth are 

eternally destitute.  Those who were full of self-righteousness, are 

eternally empty.  Those who laughed at sin, will weep eternally.  

They deceive themselves with earthly rewards only to find things of 

this world do not last.  They don’t learn the truth until it is too late 

because they listen to false prophets.  They listen because the false 

prophets tell them what they want to hear.  As St. Paul told Timothy, 

[2 Tim 4:3-4] “For the time is coming when people will not endure 

sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 

themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.”  

There are two paths, only one leads to blessing. The way to blessing 

depends Christ alone.  He is the one who first became poor for us; 

who hungered through forty days of temptation for us.  He is the one 

who wept over Jerusalem; who endured the hatred, the exclusion, the 

reviling, and the spurning of the cross.  He is the one who paved the 

way of blessing through death into eternal life through His own death 

and resurrection.  He is the one who offers us grace and every 

blessing.  

The way to woe is the way of self-deception.  Those who travel this 

path, deceive themselves.  They believe they are spiritually rich, 

spiritually full, and without sin.  They follow the doctrines of the 

false prophets who deceive them with the myths they want to hear 

instead of the truth they need to hear.  They are on the way of woe 

and don’t know it.  

There are only two ways, the way of blessing and the way of woe.  

Do not deceive yourself, [Act 16:31] “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 

you will be saved” and you will travel the way of blessing to be with 

your Lord and Savior for all eternity.  Soli Deo Gloria! Glory to God 

Alone! 


