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“…it is good that we are here.” 

Today is the last Sunday in the season of Epiphany.  This season is 

about people seeing God as He revealed Himself in our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Our Gospels told us of many epiphanies; the star leading the 

magi; to the Jordan as Jesus came up from the water and the Holy 

Spirit descended on Him as a dove and the Father proclaimed Him 

from heaven.  We have the epiphany of water into wine; the rejected 

epiphany of the people of Nazareth.  The epiphany as Jesus 

demonstrated the power of His word over demons and fevers and of 

boats full of fish by a miracle.  Today, we have an epiphany where 

Jesus draws back the veil just a little more and reveals a bit of His 

glory to three of His disciples. 

The other readings for today tie in well with the Gospel.  Moses 

makes an appearance in all three readings.  Jesus too, is in all three 

readings.  You see the name Joshua is an English rendering of the 

Hebrew Yehoshua.  Yehoshua, when translated into Aramaic 

becomes Yeshua and when Yeshua and gets translated into Greek, it 

is Iesous which becomes Jesus when translated into English.  Jesus 

and Joshua are the same name. 

Our Old Testament reading tells us Moses died on a mountain before 

he entered the Promised Land.  It also tells us Moses laid his hands 

on Joshua, the new leader who would lead Israel into the Promised 

Land. 

Our Epistle tells us Jesus is a Joshua who is greater than Moses.  

Moses was God’s servant.  Jesus, the new and greater Joshua is God.  

Jesus was counted worthy of more glory than Moses—“as much 

more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house 



itself.”  Jesus is the new and greater Joshua who will lead not just 

Israel, but all believers into the Promised Land, not a geographical 

area on earth, but an eternal place in heaven. 

Today’s Gospel begins about eight days after Jesus made a very 

special and unusual promise to His disciples immediately before our 

Gospel reading: [Luke 9:27] “I tell you truly, there are some standing 

here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”  

Today’s Gospel relates how this prediction came true as Jesus 

showed the Kingdom of God to three of His disciples in a very 

special way. 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him up on the mountain in 

accordance with the law God established for Israel: [Dt 19:15] “A 

single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for 

any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. 

Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a 

charge be established.”  Although Jesus committed no crimes at all, 

He still wanted at least three witnesses to establish the truth of what 

happened.  Jesus often called on these three disciples to witness 

important events in His ministry.  These three disciples went up into 

the mountain to witness a very special epiphany. 

In many ways this scene is much like the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Jesus left nine disciples behind and took the three with Him.  He took 

the three with Him away and He went on to pray.  Our text tells us 

the disciples dozed off on the Mount of Transfiguration just as they 

would in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

When the disciples woke from their little cat naps Jesus was glowing 

from within.  Not only was He glowing, but He was also holding a 

conversation with two saints who were already in heaven, Moses and 

Elijah and they spoke of his departure, which He was about to 

accomplish at Jerusalem. 



Just as Moses once talked with the lesser Joshua about leading Israel 

into the Promised Land, he now talked with the greater Joshua about 

how He would lead all believers into the land of eternal promise.  The 

lesser Joshua would take the Promised Land by conquering Jericho 

and the other cities of Canaan.  The greater Joshua would win heaven 

for us by conquering sin, death, and the power of the devil.  The 

lesser Joshua would win as God worked through military conquest.  

The greater Joshua would win as He offered up His holy, precious 

blood and His innocent suffering and death. 

As the disciples woke up and began to perceive what was happening, 

Peter said one of those things we love about him.  Peter said to Jesus, 

“‘Master, it is good that we are here.  Let us make three tents, one for 

you and one for Moses and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he 

said.”  

Peter is an excellent example of the natural desire of every human 

being.  Peter just experienced the ultimate mountain top experience.  

This sort of experience is where we all want to stay.  We like the 

thrill, the adrenalin rush.  We want to think this thrill is what being 

Spirit filled is all about.  We, like Peter, want to stay in the moment 

of the emotional rush.  Peter is neither the first nor the last to see the 

excitement of a mountaintop experience as the ultimate goal of God’s 

relationship with us.  The glory of the whole experience excited him.  

He was ready to set up a camp right then and there for Jesus, Moses, 

and Elijah.  He was full of enthusiasm, sincere, and energized.  The 

Bible also says he didn’t know what he was talking about. 

Excitement is seductive and entertaining.  Today’s entertainment 

driven culture wants church that is exciting.  People seek church that 

is exciting because our judgment is based on fun and boring instead 

of right and wrong.  We search for experience instead of truth.  We 

want a faith that entertains us and makes us feel good. 



The problem with excitement is that it is, by definition, short-lived.  

If Peter put up the tents and Jesus, Moses, and Elijah stayed in them 

that would become the new norm.  Peter would become used to the 

glory of God being around all the time.  The next generation would 

consider those three tents and the glory to be ordinary.  They would 

want something else to keep them excited. 

The Mount of Transfiguration is important and is exciting, but it is at 

Mount Calvary all the work was completed.  It is on Mount Calvary 

where Jesus took away our sin with His death on the cross; where 

Jesus defeated sin, death, and the devil.  It is on Mount Calvary 

where Jesus purchased our everlasting salvation.  We cannot 

understand the meaning of the Mount of Transfiguration until we 

visit Mount Calvary. 

What, then, is the true meaning of the events on the Mount of 

Transfiguration?  The meaning is Jesus did not have to die on the 

cross.  He chose to die for you.  The glory Jesus displayed teaches He 

has eternal power over all things.  No nails could hold Him to any 

cross if He did not decide to let them.  The glory of the 

Transfiguration reminds us He created the iron the nails were made 

and He created the tree the cross was made from.  The glory of the 

Transfiguration tells us He could have left the cross at any time, but 

He didn’t. 

The transfiguration strengthened the Son for the ordeal of suffering 

and death that lay in His future.  It strengthened the disciples for the 

ordeal of losing their master to the cross.  It assures us Jesus is indeed 

both God and man.  It reminds us to listen only to the voice of Jesus.  

The disciples kept this experience to themselves until after Jesus rose 

from the dead.  Even though God the Father used the transfiguration 

to carry them through the time of the crucifixion, the disciples didn’t 

really understand its meaning.  The transfiguration reinforced their 



understanding that Jesus is the Christ.  The crucifixion and 

resurrection finally taught them what it meant to be the Christ. 

The transfiguration is a grand epiphany showing Jesus to His 

disciples.  The transfiguration also points you to the cross as Jesus 

spoke with Moses and Elijah about His departure, which he was 

about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  Now that Epiphany focused on 

showing Jesus to you, you are ready to focus on what He did for you.  

You are ready to travel with Him to Jerusalem and remember once 

again what it means that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living 

God.  Solus Christos!  Christ Alone! 


