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“…And him only shall you serve.” 

In today’s Gospel we consider the attack the devil leveled against our 

Savior and His path to the cross.  We also learn that God’s Word is 

the weapon that foils such attacks.  Jesus used Holy Scripture to 

defeat the devil and the Holy Spirit offers this weapon to us for our 

protection.  The Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit. 

The devil will try to disarm us.  He will tell us studying God’s Word 

with fellow believers is not important.  The devil will tell us we have 

the minimum required amount of God’s Word to get into heaven and 

we don’t need any more.  The devil knows our memories are not 

perfect and we will forget the teachings of Christ as time goes by.  He 

knows our faith will fade over time without God’s Word and if we 

starve ourselves from the Word, he can insert his ideas and disguise 

them as good ideas.  Over time, without God’s Word, the devil can 

even make us think his ideas are actually God’s. 

Today’s Gospel reminds us not only of the intense temptation Jesus 

endured in the wilderness, but it also reminds us of the continuing 

temptation Jesus endured throughout His entire earthly ministry.  The 

devil tempted Jesus continuously because just one sin on Jesus’ part 

would derail God’s entire plan of salvation.  That plan called for His 

Son to become human and take our place; our place under the law 

and fulfill it perfectly.  He also had to take our place as the target of 

God’s wrath and so fulfill God’s judgment against sin. 

Therefore Jesus had to be just like us.  He could not use His divine 

powers to give himself an advantage.  He could use them to help 

others and as a sign He was the Christ sent from God.  He could use 

His divine powers in many wonderful ways, but He could never use 



them to give Himself an advantage the rest of us humans do not 

possess.  When He took our place, He could use no resources we do 

not have.  The devil, on the other hand, could use every power at his 

disposal.  Remember, if he could get Jesus to sin just once, the plan 

would fail.  If he could get Jesus to use divine power to help Himself 

just once, then the devil would win.  That brings us to the first 

temptation in today’s Gospel. 

Today’s Gospel tells us Jesus ate nothing during those 40 days.  The 

devil does not play by any rules.  He has no problem attacking us at 

our weakest.  Jesus was as hungry as anyone could be.  The devil 

served up the first temptation using food as the bait: “If you are the 

Son of God, command this stone to become bread.”  All Jesus had to 

do to satisfy His hunger was to make some bread.  Of course, that 

would break the rules of engagement and Jesus would lose. 

But there was more to the temptation than the mere satisfaction of 

physical hunger.  The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness right 

after His baptism.  It was at that baptism He heard the Father say, 

[Luke 3:22] “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

When the devil tempted Jesus he challenged God’s Words.  Note how 

the devil begins the temptation with the words, “If you are the Son of 

God …” Jesus heard the Father say, [Luke 3:22] “You are my 

beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  Now the devil was asking 

Jesus if He remembered it right.  Would God let His Son starve in the 

wilderness?  When Israel was in the wilderness, God provided 

manna, quail, and water from rocks.  Wouldn’t He take care of His 

own Son even better?  Did God really say, [Luke 3:22] “You are my 

beloved Son?” The devil was using the same doubt he used in Eden 

when he said to the woman, [Gen 3:1] “Did God actually say, ‘You 

shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  



“Did God actually say …” That is really the beginning of every 

temptation.  The devil’s hope is we eventually forget what God said 

or rationalize away what He said.  On the one hand, we can stop 

studying God’s Word and forget what it says.  Or, read our own 

meaning into it.  Instead of God putting His words in our mouths, we 

try to put our words into His mouth.  Either way, if we do not 

consume a steady diet of God’s Word, we will soon cooperate with 

the devil and convince ourselves almost any sin is the right thing to 

do.  Jesus gave us His Word to protect us from temptation.  Jesus 

Himself used Holy Scripture to stop the devil’s temptation.  He 

reached back into scripture and found Deuteronomy 8:3 and 

answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 

The next temptation was one of global domination.  After all, isn’t 

that what Jesus came to do, redeem the world.  The devil tempted 

Jesus with a short cut.  I will give you the world.  You created the 

world and gave it to Adam and Eve.  They gave it to me.  Now I want 

to give it back to you; all you have to do is worship me just once.  

You can have the world and the icing on the cake is You don’t have 

to go through all that suffering and death stuff.  It’s a win-win 

situation right? 

Jesus put a stop with words written twice in Deuteronomy, Dt 6:13 

and Dt 10:20:  Jesus answered him, “It is written, “‘You shall 

worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’“ Once 

again, Jesus stopped the devil’s temptation using the same Word of 

God you and I have. 

Today’s Gospel tells us of one more temptation.  This time the devil 

decided to use God’s Word as well.  He demonstrated how evil 

people first decide what they want the Bible to say and then pick and 

choose verses out of context in order to twist the meaning to their 

own advantage.  In Psalms, [Ps 91:11-12] “For he will command his 

angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands 



they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.”  Now 

listen to what the devil said.  “If you are the Son of God, throw 

yourself down from here, for it is written, “‘He will command his 

angels concerning you, to guard you,’ and “‘On their hands they will 

bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” The devil left 

a few words out, “in all your ways”. 

Jesus’ way led to Jerusalem.  Jesus preached and taught for a few 

years, and then He turned His face to Jerusalem.  There He took the 

sins of the world to the cross.  There He suffered and died for you 

and for me.  The way of Jesus is the way of the cross.  God promised 

to command the angels to guard Jesus in all His ways.  For Jesus, 

those ways led to the cross.  The devil tried to get Jesus to forget His 

way.  The devil twisted scripture out of context and tried to tempt 

Jesus into a shortcut to glory, a shortcut that avoided the cross.  Jesus 

was ready and He properly used Dt 6:16. Jesus answered him, “It is 

said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

Today’s Gospel tells us when the devil ended every temptation, he 

departed from Jesus until an opportune time.  However, the devil 

would be back.  Jesus had a short break, but the devil would not give 

up.  For the rest of His life, the devil would tempt Jesus.  Sometimes 

it would come through enemies.  Other times even friends would 

tempt Him.  Remember Peter, [Matt 16:23], “Get behind me, Satan!  

You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not setting your mind on the 

things of God, but on the things of man.”  Even while Jesus was on 

the cross, we hear the devil speak servants [Matt 27:40]: “If you are 

the Son of God, come down from the cross.” There is that phrase of 

doubt once again: “If you are the Son of God …” Even at the cross, 

the devil still tried to sow seeds of doubt.  He never stopped tempting 

until Jesus was dead.  Even as Jesus died, He fought off the 

temptation with the word of God.  His last words were from the 

Psalms [Ps 31:5]: “Into your hand I commit my spirit.” 



Throughout His life, Jesus never sinned.  He took our place under the 

law with His perfect life.  He took our place under God’s justice with 

His sacrificial death.  With his resurrection, He authenticated His 

work.  His resurrection gives us the certainty our sins are forgiven 

and those who trust in Him will live with Him forever.  Now He 

offers His gifts to us through His Word. 

Through His Word, Jesus offers you forgiveness, life, and salvation, 

for it is through His Word the Holy Spirit gives you faith and keeps it 

strong.  As Paul wrote to Romans, [Rom 10:17]: “Faith comes from 

hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  Through faith the 

Holy Spirit gives you the forgiveness Jesus earned for you with His 

death on the cross.  Through faith that comes by the word of Christ 

comes life in the new heaven and the new earth. Where you shall live 

and hear the powerful word of God forever and to server only Him.  

Sola Scriptura!  Scripture Alone! 


