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“…so that the inheritance may be ours.” 

 

The events in today’s Gospel happened on the Tuesday of Holy 

Week.  This was midway between the triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and the arrest in Gethsemane a couple of 

days later.  All four of the Gospel accounts relate these teachings in 

great detail.  This was Christ’s last public appearance in the temple.  

The next time He came, it would be under guard in order to appear 

before the Sanhedrin before they sent Him to Pontius Pilate for 

crucifixion. 

The teaching in today’s Gospel contains a parable about a vineyard.  

The setting of the vineyard is something that all the people would 

understand.  Renting out vineyards was a common practice just as 

renting out farm land is common today. 

The imagery of the vineyard also had roots that ran deep into the Old 

Testament.  When the Psalmist wanted to praise God for bringing the 

nation of Israel out of Egypt into the Promised and He said, [Ps 80:8] 

“You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and 

planted it. Isaiah compared Israel to a vineyard: [Isa 5:1] “Let me 

sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My 

beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it 

of stones, and planted it with choice vines …” When Babylon 

destroyed Jerusalem, Jeremiah mourned with the words: [Jer 12:10] 

“Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard; they have trampled 

down my portion; they have made my pleasant portion a desolate 

wilderness.” So, when the Passover pilgrims heard Jesus start a 

parable about a man who planted a vineyard, they were in familiar 

territory. 



Most of the people who listened to the narrative would quickly know 

the vineyard represented God’s people.  The owner of the vineyard is 

God the father.  The tenants who cared for the vineyard represented 

the Jewish religious establishment including the scribes and the chief 

priests who were in the crowd listening.  The servants who came 

looking for the fruit of the vineyard were God’s prophets.  The 

owner’s son would be none other than Jesus Christ Himself. 

One technique for understanding parables is to look at who is doing 

the weird stuff.  Who is acting out of character or showing some sort 

of unusual behavior.  In today’s gospel, we have two candidates, the 

tenants and the owner. 

The tenants entered into a business arrangement with the owner to 

pay Him a share of the profits from the vineyard, but when the 

servants came to collect, the tenants abused them and sent them away 

empty-handed.  They even went so far as to kill the Son of the owner 

in the hope of stealing His inheritance. 

Jesus deliberately exaggerated the role of the evil tenants in order to 

show the awful abuses of the religious leaders down through the 

years.  During various times in Israel’s history, they have worshipped 

false gods; yes, even in the temple area.  At times, they even offered 

human sacrifices.  As far as the prophets were concerned, most spent 

a majority of their ministry behind bars and many died at the hands of 

those who should have honored them.  Even the last of the great Old 

Testament prophets, John the Baptizer, lost his head to a ruler’s 

sword. 

As unusual as the tenants are, the owner is even more so.  His first 

servant returned with severe injuries and no fruit.  What landowner 

would not immediately call the law to put the tenants in prison?  

Instead, He sends servant after servant.  Then, when the servants 

return beat up and bloody, he sent His Son?  I might send my Son in 



command of a small army, but I would certainly never send my son 

alone into such a situation.  Yet this owner sent his son knowing that 

he would most certainly die. 

This is such a picture of God the Father.  He patiently sent, not just 

three, but thousands of prophets to His people.  He has every right to 

wipe us out for the sin we commit, but He is patient, as the Apostle 

Peter wrote: [2 Pet 3:9] “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 

should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

God the Father even sent His Son to a violent death like the owner in 

the parable.  God, in His love for us, sent His only begotten Son to 

die for us so we might have life.  Even as the wicked tenants threw 

the son outside the vineyard and killed him so also the corrupt Jewish 

establishment sent Jesus out of town to die on a cross.   

The correlation between this parable and the actual history of the 

nation of Israel is eerie, but now what?  Yes, the Jewish leaders were 

terrible, corrupt people, but what has that got to do with us today.  

Yes, ancient Israel tortured and butchered the prophets, but that was 

then, after all we don’t kill prophets any more, at least not in this 

country right? 

Well, this vineyard can also stand for the visible church today.  We 

may not kill the prophets, but we certainly allow them to gather dust 

as they lie about on coffee tables and bookshelves.  The reason 

people killed the prophets long ago is the prophets had legs and 

walked around and bothered people.  Today, the words of the 

prophets live in the pages of our Bibles and all we have to do to shut 

them up is place them back on the shelf. 

The people who killed the prophets might think they hated the 

prophets, but in reality, they hated the Word of God that spilled out 



of their mouths.  They hated the constant reminder they were sinners 

in need of God’s grace.  The only way to get rid of those words was 

to kill the body from where they came.  All we need to do to avoid 

those words is stay home on Sunday morning.  We may not kill the 

prophets, but we have certainly avoided their message. 

Jesus ended this parable with the father returning in anger, destroying 

the evil tenants, and giving the vineyard to others.  This is a very 

severe condemnation, but Jesus’ teaching does not end there.  Instead 

He asked His listeners to construct their own parable based on the 

words of Psalm 118: “The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the cornerstone.” 

Jesus will live out the meaning of these words a few days later.  Just 

as the builders rejected the stone in the Psalm, so the Jewish leaders 

rejected Jesus as the Christ.  They rejected Him with extreme 

prejudice; tried, sentenced, and handed Him over to Pilate to carry 

out the execution. 

However, God raised Jesus from the dead and Jesus became the 

cornerstone of the church.  Unlike the son who stayed dead, Jesus 

Christ, the stone, who was rejected, didn’t stay dead.  Although His 

friends put Jesus in the grave on Friday, Jesus left the grave under 

His own power on Sunday.  He became the cornerstone! The 

cornerstone upon which God builds His church. 

Jesus, who was the rejected stone, conquered sin, death, and the 

power of the devil with His holy life, His suffering, His death on a 

cross, and His resurrection from the dead.  He is now the living 

cornerstone for me, for you and for all who believe. 

The parable of the wicked tenants shows sinners will reject the Word 

of God at every opportunity.  It also shows us God is a God of great 

patience, a God who wants all people to be saved.  It shows us a God 



who is willing to send His own Son to a certain death in order to save 

us from our own sin. 

The rejected stone that became the cornerstone shows us all is not 

lost. You who have been called and enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 

you have a savior who suffered extreme rejection for you and is now 

alive and the true object of saving faith.  His inheritance is now yours 

in faith, given by the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the cornerstone that 

establishes the church forever and is the stone that saves you now and 

forever. 


