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“So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, 

crying out…” 

Today is Palm Sunday, also referred to as the Sunday of the Passion.  

There was a time when everyone had Good Friday off, or at least the 

afternoon.  People took time to ponder the central event in all of 

history, namely the sacrificial death of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  At one time, it was not a hardship for people to spend Noon 

to 3:00 p.m., the hours corresponding to the darkness of Golgotha, at 

church contemplating the overwhelming love of God He endured to 

rescue us from sin.  Due to our time limited lives, we now try to cram 

both Palm Sunday and Good Friday into one day in the church 

calendar.  While this is not ideal, I want try and keep this day to 

remember and celebrate the triumphal entry into the city, but also 

give a look into the events over the next few days.  This attempt is 

keyed by one little word, kradzo.  This word appears not only into 

today’s Gospel reading, but also in passage we will visit later this 

week. 

The Greek word, kradzo means “I scream, yell, holler, cry out, and 

generally make a lot of noise.”  If you experienced the third overtime 

in a tournament level sporting event, or fans screaming at rock stars, 

then you know what this word means.  The Biblical translators most 

often translate it as “I am crying out.” 

A form of this word shows up in today’s gospel.  They took branches 

of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 

Israel!” The noise level of the Passover Pilgrims was so high the 



priests worried the Roman garrison might think there was a riot and 

come out to bang a few heads together.  They pleaded with Jesus to 

calm down His followers. 

When the Passover Pilgrims cried out with praise, they still lived 

under the Old Testament ceremonial law.  They came to celebrate the 

Passover according to the Laws of Moses.  God dwelled with man in 

the Temple in Jerusalem at that time.  He revealed His presence 

behind the large curtain that separated the “Holy Place” from the 

“Holy of Holies.”  If you went there without permission, you died. 

This relationship to God is very much like the relationship we have 

with God at birth.  There is a curtain of sin between us and God.  We 

can’t come into His presence; sinners that come into God’s presence, 

die.  We die not only physically, but also spiritually.  God is, by 

nature holy and clean.  We are, by nature, sinful and unclean.  By 

nature, we deserve present and eternal punishment. 

There is one way the priest could enter the “Holy of Holies” and 

live.  He came with the blood of a sacrifice.  Once a year, on the Day 

of Atonement, the blood of the sacrifice protected him from the wrath 

of God.  This was the way God dwelled with His people under the 

ceremonial law on the day the Passover Pilgrims cried out. 

In the coming days, we will hear again this word related to the 

passion of our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus.  It will be on the best 

day of calendar, the day that lives in infamy, the day the lynch mob 

used it to call for the death of the very Son of God on Good Friday. 

The next time we hear a form of the word kradzo is in the courtyard 

of Pontius Pilate.  This time it is translated as shouted.  But they 

shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 



This is a different crowd and God is with them in a different way.  

The crowd is a lynch mob organized by the temple leaders in order to 

destroy Jesus.  God is with them in the flesh in the God-man Jesus 

Christ.  Here is the God of all things and the Savior of the world.  

This is Immanuel, God with us.  He is not hiding behind the curtain 

in the temple.  He is right there taking on the mocking, spitting, 

beating, flogging, and ultimately the crucifixion and in the process 

saving us from our sins. 

The men who shout are the ones who deserve the mocking, spitting, 

beating, flogging, and crucifixion, but God Himself is taking these 

things in their place.  His suffering at their hands will earn 

forgiveness for them and for us.  Those who are shouting out will 

soon inflict an intense gauntlet of shame, pain, temptation and death 

of this God-man, Christ Jesus.  They will reveal their true master as 

they use his words, “If you are the Son of God …” Just as their true 

master tempted Jesus with the words, “If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become bread…” so they too would tempt 

Jesus with the words, “If you are the Son of God, come down off the 

cross.”   

Jesus endured their mocking temptation, but He endured even more.  

He endured the wrath of the Father so much He cried out with a loud 

voice, saying, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” I 

can’t explain how one person in the Triune God can forsake another 

person of the Triune God.  It is a concept that transcends my ability 

to understand.  However, we know Jesus Christ endured the pain and 

suffering of hell during this time, the pain of being forsaken by God.  

There is no greater punishment.  By enduring this punishment, He 

took our place as the target of God’s wrath and offers the forgiveness 

of sins to all people. 

The next time we hear a form of the word kradzo it is a solo voice 

when Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his 



spirit.  St. John records.  [John 19:30] “Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’”  

Jesus’ solo cry is the only one that counts.  It is not a wail of defeat, 

pain, or anger, but it is a cry of victory!  Victory over sin, death, and 

the power of the devil. 

With that cry of victory, the curtain of the temple tore in two, from 

top to bottom.  The curtain of sin that separated us from God was 

destroyed.  God no longer dwelled among us in the temple in 

Jerusalem, but now God left the temple and comes to us through His 

Son Jesus; He comes to live in our hearts.  The curtain that once 

separated us from God is gone forever.   

Since we are righteous in God’s eyes, priests no longer need to 

approach God with the blood of a sacrifice.  Now the blood of the 

eternal sacrifice, Jesus, the Christ, God’s Son, our savior, is available 

to all.  All are welcome in God’s presence through faith in Jesus 

Christ.  God no longer sees our sin.  He sees only the righteousness of 

Jesus.  The temple is no longer a building in Jerusalem, but we are 

God’s temple as Paul wrote to the Saints in Corinth: [1 Cor 6:19-20] 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 

within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for 

you were bought with a price.” 

All that was left was for the Father to put His seal of approval on the 

work of His Son.  We see this seal of approval in the resurrection.  

By His resurrection we know Jesus is the true Son of God, His 

doctrines are true, and His sacrifice satisfied God’s justice.  The 

resurrection affirms the shame of the cross really is the expression of 

the inner most being of God. 

The events of the Palm Sunday and Passion surround the word, 

kradzo remind us God dwelt in His temple as He pointed forward to 

our Salvation, He dwelled in His body as He walked among us and 

became our salvation, and He dwells in us now as all who believe in 



Him look back at His salvation, the salvation He completed after His 

triumphal entry to the shouts of “Hosanna!” and as He cried out from 

the victory of the cross, “It is finished!” It is indeed finished for you.  

May you always kradzo with joy for what Christ did for you during 

this blessed holy week and sing aloud every week “Blessed is He that 

comes in the name of Lord!” 


