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“…he parted from them and was carried up into heaven…” 

 

The number forty has a prominent place in the Bible.  It rained for 

forty days and forty nights when Noah as in the ark.  Israel spent 

forty years wandering in the wilderness before entering the Promised 

Land.  Jesus fasted forty days at the beginning of His ministry.  Luke 

tells us in the reading from Acts Jesus showed Himself to His 

followers for forty days after He rose from the dead and then 

ascended into heaven to be seated at the right hand of God. This 

happened last Thursday but so what?  Why is this Ascension Day one 

of the major feasts of the church year? 

 

Most agree it’s nice to know Jesus ascended into heaven.  At least, 

this explains why we can’t go and see Him or take a photo of Jesus.  

If Jesus did not ascend, I am sure all major news outlets would have 

permanent crews assigned to record Jesus’ every move and word.  

But Jesus did ascend and that is the reason we can’t watch Him on 

the news or anywhere else. 

 

But is that all there is to Ascension Day?  Is it really even worthwhile 

learning the reason we cannot see Jesus with our physical eyes?  We 

wouldn’t have to make such a big deal out of it would we? 

 

But it is a big deal.  Every Ecumenical Creed of the Church says it’s a 

big deal.  The creeds all talk about the ascension as one of the stages 

of Jesus’ exaltation.  The Ascension is one of the major events of our 

Lord’s saving work. 

 



Of course, it was a big deal for Jesus also.  He was coming home.  

Daniel actually tells about Jesus’ homecoming from a heavenly 

perspective:  [Dan 7:9-10, 13-14] “As I looked, thrones were placed, 

and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as 

snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery 

flames; its wheels were burning fire.  A stream of fire issued and 

came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten 

thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in 

judgment, and the books were opened.” Continuing in verse 13 “I 

saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 

came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and 

was presented before him.  And to him was given dominion and glory 

and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 

him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”  

 

Jesus’ ascension is a big deal because it is a celebration of incredible 

victory after suffering so much for us and because Jesus never stops 

working for us.  The writer to the Hebrews records, [Heb 8:1-2] “We 

have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the 

true tent that the Lord set up, not man.”  After Jesus ascended to 

heaven, He sat down at the right hand of God and uses his full power 

for the benefit of His Church, meaning you, me, and all believers in 

Christ.  Sitting at God’s right hand does not mean Jesus is in a 

specific place however; instead, it means Jesus rules with the Father 

and the Spirit one God now and forever. 

 

Jesus’ ascension is a big deal because Jesus intercedes for us.  We 

daily sin much and deserve nothing but punishment, but Jesus died on 

the cross and now lives again and ascended into heaven to be our 

advocate with the Father.  As the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to say:  

[Rom 8:31] “Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who 



was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 

interceding for us.”  Every time satan comes before God to accuse us 

of our sin, Jesus is there to continually say, “This one is my friend for 

whom I suffered and died on the cross.  The account is paid in full.” 

 

In addition, Jesus is busy getting our place ready.  Jesus said, [John 

14:1-3] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 

in me.  In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would 

I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also.”  Jesus’ ascension means 

there is a place set aside for each and every one of us in heaven. 

 

However, do not be confused, the absence of a physical, measurable, 

visible Jesus does not mean Jesus is not with us.  In addition to all the 

other ways Jesus blesses us with His ascension; we also receive His 

presence in a new way.  When Jesus ascended into heaven, we have 

this tendency to think of Jesus going up and up and up until He is 

gone; but He did not leave us.  Instead, He is now closer to us than 

ever.  We cannot see Him only because He does not reveal Himself to 

our eyes, not because He is not here.  We should not think of the 

ascension as up and away, but as up and out; out over the whole 

world.  As the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write, [Eph 4:10] “He who 

descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, 

that he might fill all things.” 

 

Remember Jesus never stopped being Immanuel, God with us.  He is 

here, now, in the fullness of His Deity and the fullness of His 

humanity.  The Real Presence does not just mean we truly receive the 

body and blood of Jesus by mouth when we receive the bread and 

wine of the sacrament.  It means Jesus is here, with us, throughout 

our worship.  The ascension does not mean Jesus is in some far off 

supernatural hiding place waiting for the Last Day.  Instead, it means 



Jesus is closer to us than He has ever been.  He is here, now, for our 

blessing. 

 

This also means Heaven is not in some far-off place.  Wherever Jesus 

is, there is heaven.  Since Jesus is always with us, heaven is always 

with us.  Because Jesus ascended into heaven, heaven is much closer 

than we can imagine.  Jesus said, [Matt 18:20] “Where two or three 

are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”  If Jesus is with 

us, then we are at the right hand of God.  Heaven is already ours. 

 

Because Jesus ascended, we have more than friends in high places; 

we have the highest friend in the highest place.  The writer to the 

Hebrews said, [Heb 4:14-16] “Since then we have a great high priest 

who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 

hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”   

 

The true Master of this and every other universe is our friend.  He 

ascended on high and is still with us, a mystery of faith.  He touches 

us in our humanity and touches God in His divinity and so bridges 

the gap between us and God.  All things are under His control for our 

good.  He is interceding for us before the throne of God.  He is also 

with us in our worship and comes to us in His body and blood in, 

with, and under the bread and wine.  Although we do not say it often, 

His ascension really is a big deal. 


