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“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

 

We are in a war and have been for a very long time.  It goes back to 

Eden when satan challenged Eve’s faith and said, “Did God really 

say …” and it will continue until the day Jesus returns to take his 

bride, the church, home with him.  The war continues and we are the 

battlefield.  We are simultaneously saints and sinners. 

 

All of us were born into this world as sinners.  A short time ago we 

confessed, “Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean.”  When we are born, we have no battle with the 

world.  We are sinners and the world is full of sin.  Because we have 

no battle with the world, we think we have peace.  But if we have 

peace, why are we so worried?  Why is there so much anxiety in this 

world?  The peace we think we have is really only the quiet of the 

grave, the emptiness of spiritual death.  It is not peace so much as it is 

a dreadful quiet in which we are alone with our fears and anxieties. 

 

However, God rescued us.  He put on human flesh and came into this 

world.  He was born and lived life without anxiety, without worry, 

without any sin.  Because He had no sin of His own, He was able to 

take our worries and anxieties, in fact all our sins, onto himself.  

When God poured out His wrath on sin, it struck His Son and 

tortured Him as He suffered a beating, crucifixion, and death.  Jesus 

took the brunt of God’s wrath in our place.  He converted the shame 

of death into a triumph of life as He rose from the dead and ascended 

to heaven and rules with the Father and the Spirit. 

 



Now that God rescued us, we too are part of this war.  Through 

baptism, God killed our sinful nature and gave us a holy one.  So now 

the battle is on in us.  Satan doesn’t care our sinful nature is dead.  He 

uses it to attack us anyway.  Like a zombie from a horror movie, our 

dead sinful nature continues to battle the holy nature God placed in 

our hearts.  Every Christian has a holy nature, provided by God, and a 

sinful nature, our old dead selves trying to destroy our faith.  We are 

at the same time saints and sinners. 

 

In today Gospel, Jesus was teaching His disciples.  He knew they 

were both saints and sinners.  Jesus was teaching them about one of 

the weapons our sinful nature uses against ourselves.  The weapon is 

anxiety and the seduction of the things of this world.  The really nasty 

character of anxiety is we need things of this world.  If we don’t eat, 

we will eventually starve to death.  If we don’t have clothes, we will 

get wet in the rain, burn in the sun, and freeze in the winter.  We can 

say similar things for all the resources we need to support this body 

and life.  Our old, sinful nature uses the needs of this life to drag us 

into the trap of anxiety. 

 

Today’s Gospel picks up after last weeks.  The parable about the 

Rich Man.  Remember, his wealth was not the problem.  It was the 

worship of his wealth that was the problem.  Jesus continued teaching 

about our attitude toward wealth with these words, “Therefore I tell 

you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about 

your body, what you will put on.  For life is more than food, and the 

body more than clothing.”  Jesus encourages us to look at our 

possessions from a heavenly perspective.  Food and clothing are 

things confined to this world.  While our lives and bodies are in this 

life they need the support and protection of food and clothing.  On the 

other hand, our lives and bodies don’t end in this world.  In fact, they 

don’t end period.  They are forever. 

 



Jesus used the examples of food and clothing because they were 

important to the people in His day.  We, on the other hand, have 

plenty of food and clothes, but this passage still applies.  Even though 

we are wealthy beyond the dreams of most people in this world, we 

still worry.  When we become anxious and worry about things, we 

take our eyes off Jesus.  We limit ourselves to the view from this 

world.  We forget we are eternal beings and trap ourselves into this 

time and space.  When we become anxious and worried about 

something, it becomes our top priority; it becomes our god we 

worship with our anxiety and worry. 

 

In our Gospel, Jesus tells us anxiety is such a worthless form of 

worship.  Jesus asked, “And which of you by being anxious can add a 

single hour to his span of life?” If anything, anxiety shortens life.  

How sad and worthless it is when we worship things with anxiety and 

worry.  This is the way the faithless worship; for Jesus said, “…all 

the nations of the world seek after these things…” 

 

Think about the worldly way; we wake, eat, work, eat, go back to 

sleep.  So empty.  Is simple survival all there is?  What treasure can 

we have in this world?  All the treasures in this world wear out.  The 

stock market goes down.  The car begins to use a little oil.  The roof 

needs replacing, etc.  Eventually, the treasure is lost.  People who rely 

on worldly treasure have hassles, frustrations, and ultimately, they 

nothing to show for it. 

 

However, the Holy Spirit gives a holy nature to us when He places 

faith in our hearts.  Each of us is a saint.  How different it is when we 

view life through the eyes of a saint.  The saint looks at their 

experiences and sees the Father at work.  Jesus said, “Consider the 

ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 

barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than 

the birds!” and he said, “Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 



neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not arrayed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass, which 

is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how 

much more will he clothe you…” God’s ceremonial law said ravens 

are unclean, but our Father feeds them anyway.  Lilies became fuel 

for the oven, but our Father dresses them with more glory than 

Solomon.  If God cares for these things which exist only on this earth 

and even then, only for a short time, how much more will he care for 

us.  If He sacrificed His own Son for us, will He hold back any of the 

other things we need.  After all, His son died for us and we are 

destined to spend eternity with Him. 

 

While we are on this earth, we shall always be simultaneously saint 

and sinner.  While we struggle on this earth our sinful nature tempts 

us to worship things with anxiety and worry and we fail.  Ultimately, 

we will be trapped by fear, the fear of knowing we deserve nothing 

but punishment here and in eternity.  How comforting to know Christ 

paid for our failure and it pleases God to give us the kingdom.  Jesus 

said, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom.”  That kingdom provides us with moneybags 

that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that never fail, 

where no thief approaches and no moth destroys.  How comforting to 

come before God’s throne, confess our sins, and hear the words. “I 

forgive you all your sins.” How comforting to know our faith is in 

Jesus Christ and our true treasure is in Heaven.   

 

While we are on this earth, the battle between saint and sinner will 

never stop.  There will be times when our struggle seems to 

overwhelm us and we want to cry out with Paul, [Rom 7:24] 

“Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death?”  Thankfully, the Holy Spirit inspired Paul with an answer, [1 

Cor 15:57] “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  



 

How appropriate we have this reading this week in the pericope.  

With the shootings and other events lately many people in our nation 

are anxious and worried.  They are getting more and more afraid to 

go anywhere or do anything.  We are a people becoming afraid of 

ourselves and don’t know what to do.  Thanks be to God we know we 

are not of this world.  Our hearts are in heaven because what God has 

done for us through His Son Jesus Christ.  We don’t need to worry 

about what will happen to us here in time, we know our treasure and 

hearts and souls are safely in a place of rest.  Remember when you 

leave this wilderness; Christ will take you to live with Him where 

you shall see only with heavenly eyes.  You will no longer be both 

sinner and saint, but simply saint.  There all saints will live forever 

with our Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Father, together in the 

new Heavens and the new Earth forever. 


