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“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

 

Remember how God asked Abraham to go to a very specific 

mountain and sacrifice his son Isaac.  Abraham demonstrated faith by 

preparing Isaac for the sacrifice, but at the last moment, God 

intervened and spared Isaac.  Thousands of years later, another son 

climbed the same mountain carrying wood for a sacrifice also, only it 

was a cross.  This time there was no reprieve, for unlike Isaac, Jesus, 

the Son of God, offered Himself up to death in order to take away the 

sins of the world.  

 

Both events occurred near a city now called Jerusalem.  David’s son, 

Solomon, built a temple that stood until the Babylonians destroyed 

the city in 586 BC.  For seventy years the area laid in ruins until 

Cyrus of Persia allowed the people to return and rebuild.  It is this 

temple Herod the Great was increasing in size and beauty that 

impressed the disciples until Jesus said, “As for these things that you 

see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone 

upon another that will not be thrown down.” Today we know what 

happened; Rome attacked Jerusalem in 70 AD and destroyed it.  But 

at the time of the Gospel reading for today, the temple buildings were 

huge and impressive so what Jesus said was shocking.  

 

Jesus however, was about to fulfill the true purpose of the temple.  In 

a few days, Jesus would hang on a cross outside of Jerusalem.  His 

sacrifice for our sins would fulfill the role of the temple including the 

altar, sacrifices, and festivals.  All these merely foreshadowed the 

once for all sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  When Jesus died on the cross, 

the purpose of the temple was complete.  This became clear on Good 



Friday, [Luke 23:45-47] “...while the sun’s light failed. And the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two.  Then Jesus, calling out with a 

loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And 

having said this he breathed his last.”  The temple became obsolete.  

No more sacrifices were required. 

 

The temple was not just a building, but a message.  The message is 

the same two-part truth throughout scripture, Law and Gospel. Every 

sacrifice proclaimed, “This is how bad your sin is and what you 

deserve.” A sin requires a sacrifice and a sacrifice requires blood.  

The death of this animal and its blood pointed forward to the innocent 

suffering and death that will one day pay for your sin.  As the Holy 

Spirit inspired St. Paul to write, [Col 2:17] “These are a shadow of 

the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.” Thus, Christ 

Crucified is the fulfillment of all the sacrifices offered in the temple.  

Our sin demands blood and Jesus is the source of that holy blood.  

 

Since Jesus Christ sacrificed for our sin and offered His own body 

and blood, we no longer need reminders of His future sacrifice.  Our 

reminders look back to His sacrifice and bring the benefits forward in 

time to us today. St. Paul writes, [1 Cor 11:23-26] “…the Lord Jesus 

on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the 

cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  For as often 

as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes.”  In Holy Communion, Jesus gives us His own body 

and blood for the forgiveness of sins and we proclaim His death paid 

for the sins of the whole world.  

 

The Holy Spirit also inspired St. Paul to write to the church in Rome: 

[Rom 6:3-4] “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 



into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life.” In Holy Baptism, Jesus washes us with the 

wet Word and pours the forgiveness of sins out on us even as He 

joins us to Himself.  He joins us in His death so we may also rise 

from the dead just as He did.  

 

Finally, there are the words of authority Jesus gave the Apostles 

[John 20:21-23]: “Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’  And when he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’” Here Jesus gives His 

servants the authority to administer forgiveness He earned on the 

cross. This authority is so all who hear the words of Absolution and 

receive the gifts of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 

 

The proclamation of repentance and the forgiveness of sins are the 

true building blocks of the church.  Holy Absolution, Holy Baptism, 

and the Lord’s Supper point back to the Messiah as we hear the 

words of forgiveness as if from Jesus Christ Himself; as we receive 

washing of Holy Baptism; and we partake of His true body and 

blood. 

 

The disciples were distracted by the beauty of the temple; but the 

most amazing thing happening there was the spilling of blood 

foreshadowing the blood Jesus would spill; the blood that washed 

away the sins of the world.  

 

There are times when we are also distracted by our buildings.  We get 

preoccupied by cleaning and repairing we forget the most amazing 

event is the forgiveness that comes as we hear about God’s promises 



and gifts.  The promises declared in Absolution and the readings, in 

the wet Word of Holy Baptism, and the Word that enters our mouths 

in the Lord’s Supper.  The most important thing is the real presence 

of Jesus Christ, here, right now, to give His gifts of forgiveness, life, 

and salvation.  

 

Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, but the Holy Spirit 

preserves the Holy Christian Church.  Someday, this building will fall 

into ruins, but the Holy Christian Church on earth will continue. The 

day is coming when the very power of the heavens will be shaken 

and the world as we know it will be changed.  However, the Holy 

Christian Church will remain because the gifts of Jesus Christ are 

eternal.  

 

The Gospel reading contains descriptions of terrible events about the 

end of this world.  Many who hear these are either terrified or don’t 

believe they will occur at all.  As a faithful Christian, you need not 

fear or worry.  Trust your Lord and Savior.  Trust in His gifts and 

promises.  Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away.” So, do not put your faith in the things of 

this world that will end, instead dwell in the eternal Word of God that 

promises and provides everlasting life for you.  Rejoice in the gifts 

Jesus earned for you on the cross. You were washed in the wet Word 

and it seals you as a member of the Holy Christian Church here on 

earth.  The church is Jesus’ Bride and He will return for her and you 

will be joined together with Jesus, along with all the saints, in the 

new heavens and new earth to live in peace forever. 


