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“…today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Early this summer, we read Jesus set His face to go to Jerusalem and 

today’s Gospel reminds us He had an appointment with a cross.  

Jesus carried the cross to a place called the Skull and there they 

crucified Him. 

 

As we consider the crucifixion, it is easy to get wrapped up in the 

great events of this drama, the unjust trial before authorities, the 

political maneuvering boxing a reluctant Pilate into a corner, the 

cruel and unfair punishment Christ endured, the cosmic transaction as 

God the Father turns away from the sin of the world and causes God 

the Son to cry out, “My God, My God, Why have You forsaken 

Me.”, the cry of triumph before death as the Lord, calls out, “It is 

finished!” These great events capture our attention and well they 

should. 

 

However, the Gospel writers included many other details of our 

Savior’s suffering.  Sometimes these details fall through the cracks.  

Today’s Gospel begins with one of those details that tends to get lost 

in the big picture. 

 

The Gospels make very clear most of the apostles abandoned Jesus.  

A majority of the apostles fled when Jesus was arrested.  We know 

Peter and John made it to the trials, but then Peter denied Jesus.  

Ultimately, of all the men Jesus sent into the world to proclaim the 

Gospel, only John made it all the way to the cross.  On the other 

hand, today’s Gospel begins by telling us there followed him a great 

multitude and women who were mourning and lamenting for Him.  



Most of the men Jesus called to be the leaders of His church were 

missing, but this multitude of average disciples followed. 

 

Jesus had already suffered a great deal.  Most experts agree His 

wounds already put Him at death’s door, even the best twenty-first 

century medical treatment may not have kept Him alive.  In spite of 

all this, Jesus does not focus on Himself.  Instead, He continued to 

teach His disciples.  His concern was for them. 

 

As Jesus trudged along, He said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.”  Here is 

a man almost dead, on His way to His own crucifixion and He is 

telling those who follow Him they should weep for themselves.  

What fate could be so horrible it is worse than a cruel death on a 

cross? 

 

Jesus explained, “For behold, the days are coming when they will 

say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the 

breasts that never nursed!’”  This is shocking!  Keep in mind Jesus 

spoke to a culture that prized women because they could produce 

children.  He spoke to women whose self-esteem was tied up in their 

children; to a culture that grew up on the psalm, [Ps 127:3] “Behold, 

children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a 

reward.”  In this culture, a married barren woman in her old age was 

a great tragedy, a cause for mourning.  Such a woman was ashamed 

and cursed. 

 

In a culture that prized motherhood and children so deeply, Jesus 

taught of a catastrophe so great a barren womb would be a blessing. 

What catastrophe could cause such a radical change?  Then Jesus 

amplified His teaching, “They will begin to say to the mountains, 

‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’” What could be so terrifying 



people would rather be buried alive?  What event could cause Jesus 

to issue such a warning? 

 

The terror Jesus described is a terror we all must face.  The time will 

come when each and every one of us must stand before God and give 

an account of ourselves; when we will finally understand our own 

utter depravity.  We regularly confess we deserve nothing but 

punishment both here in time and there in eternity.  The day is 

coming when we will fully understand the meaning of those words. 

 

The absolute purity of the law is terrifying.  It promises punishment 

and death to those who can’t keep it.  If it were in our power, we 

would run from it and hide. Adam and Eve realized this the instant 

they sinned in Eden.  When God came to visit, they ran away and hid.  

They were terrified. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is teaching the same thing.  He is telling the 

women following Him, “When the time comes to stand before the 

Holy God and all you can show Him is your sin, you will be terrified.  

You would rather have the earth open up and swallow you than meet 

that Holy Judge.” 

 

If this message was all there was, we would be right to be terrified.  

We would be right to hate the god who judges us so harshly.  But this 

is not all there is.  The multitude who witnessed the crucifixion also 

witnessed the rest of God’s message.  They witnessed the Son of God 

as He endured the terror and punishment we deserved for our sin. 

 

The wrath of God against our sin is greater than we could ever 

imagine.  When Jesus took our sin onto Himself, He also took the 

wrath of God with it.  God’s wrath poured forth as Jesus hung on the 

cross; it poured down on our sin.  Because Jesus took our sin, that 

wrath poured down on Him and not on us.  He endured the 



punishment we deserve.  As the fiery wrath of God poured forth on 

Jesus Christ, the multitudes witnessed another way. They saw a way 

that allowed them to stand before Holy God without fear. 

 

The Holy Spirit worked in the heart of one of the criminals who 

occupied the cross next to Jesus.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

this criminal confessed, “We are receiving the due reward of our 

deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  By the power of the 

Holy Spirit, this criminal believed and said, “Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your kingdom.”  He understood he deserved 

nothing but punishment, but he also believed the only hope for his 

soul was in Jesus the Christ. 

 

Jesus comforted him with the words, “Truly, I say to you, today you 

will be with me in Paradise.”  Even though this criminal died one of 

the most cruel and shameful deaths imaginable, he died in peace, 

with the words of the Lord in his heart.  Even now he enjoys the 

eternal joy of God’s presence in heaven. 

 

Here we learn the alternative to the terror of God’s fiery wrath 

against our sin.  When Jesus went to the cross, He satisfied God’s 

justice on our behalf.  He adopted us into His family.  He made it 

possible for us to stand before God and see, not the terrifying judge 

of the law, but a loving Father. Through Jesus we receive, not the 

eternal punishment we deserve, but life forever in the joy of His 

presence.  He gives us the right to be called the children of God and 

follow Him in His resurrection to eternal life. 

 

Today is the last Sunday of the church year.  During this church year 

we have focused primarily on the Gospel according to Luke. Next 

Sunday, we will start a new church year that focuses on the Gospel 

according to Matthew. 

 



During this year, Luke gave an account of Christ showing us a great 

journey.  The journey is a round trip.  It began as the Son of God 

descended from His throne to take on our human flesh in the womb 

of the Virgin Mary.  It ended as the same Son of God ascended to the 

right hand of the Father.  During this journey, He redeemed mankind 

from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  He made it possible for 

you to stand before God without fear.  Christ’s journey opened up the 

way to heaven for all who believe in His name.  For you who believe 

in Jesus for the forgiveness of sin, the way of life leads, not to a day 

of terror, but to an eternity in paradise with Jesus your Savior in the 

new heavens and new earth. 


