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This evening, we heard the account of the healing of the ten lepers. 

Most people who have been Christians for more than a few years are 

familiar with the highlights of this narrative.  Ten lepers ask for 

mercy.  Jesus sends them to the priests and as they travel, the leprosy 

leaves them. Only one returns, a Samaritan, comes back to thank 

Jesus.  The account doesn’t tell us what happened to the other nine. 

 

The first instinct is to condemn the nine because they did not return.  

Jesus does seem disappointed only the one gave thanks. On the other 

hand, Jesus did tell them to show themselves to the priests.  It is 

possible that is exactly what the other nine lepers did.  It could be 

once they fulfilled the instructions, they also returned and thanked 

Jesus. We really don’t know because the Bible doesn’t say. 

 

All ten of the lepers had some sort of faith in Jesus however.  After 

all, they called out saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  When 

the lepers cry out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us,” they are 

expressing faith in Christ’s power and authority to grant them mercy. 

 

At the very least, these lepers saw Jesus as a prophet like Elisha who 

acted as God’s agent to heal Naaman’s leprosy.  They saw Jesus as 

one who taught with power and not only with words, but also with 

signs. They heard the confession of others who witnessed Jesus’ 

teachings and now they came into the presence of this prophet for 

healing of their own. 

 

Furthermore, when Jesus told them, “Go and show yourselves to the 

priests,” they went.  Jesus sent them to the place where they would be 

declared clean; released and returned home in every sense. So, there’s 



no doubt all ten believed in Jesus. With the evidence of disease still 

visible, they went to show themselves to the priests. On the way, all 

ten of them were healed of their leprosy. There’s no doubt they 

rejoiced and were happy about what happened.  The real point is the 

leper who returned.  He was not only rejected because of leprosy, but 

he was also rejected because he was a Samaritan.  His story tells us 

how Jesus was tearing down the barriers between the healthy and the 

leper, the Jew and the Samaritan, and, most importantly, the barriers 

between God and man.  In Jesus Christ, God was taking a rejected 

person and making him part of the family of God.  This rejected leper 

became an adopted child of God. 

 

When the Samaritan returned to Jesus, the Bible says He fell at Jesus’ 

feet.  This is more than a simple thank you.  The returning, the 

glorifying God, and the thanking of Jesus added up to a confession 

this Samaritan believed Jesus was the Lord.  He confessed, in Jesus, 

he was looking at the Son of God.  The one who had been dying not 

only in his leprosy, but also in his sin was now alive in Jesus.  The 

Holy Spirit gave him the gift of faith, and through faith received the 

gifts of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Jesus told the ten lepers to show themselves to the priests.  By the 

power of the Holy Spirit, the Samaritan understood there was no 

priest of a higher order than the one who healed him.  He believed 

Jesus was the true High Priest not just for Israel, but for all people 

everywhere.  This leper understood what the writer to the Hebrews 

later said, [Heb 4:14-16] “Since then we have a great high priest who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 

fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 

been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with confidence 

draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need.”  The one leper who returned 



understood; Jesus is the High Priest. The priests in Jerusalem are 

shadows by comparison.  They are shadows who point forward to 

Jesus our Great High Priest. 

 

Jesus is the High Priest who not only offered up the sacrifice but is 

Himself the sacrifice.  The priests in Jerusalem offered lambs, goats, 

and other animals for the forgiveness of sins.  These were shadows 

pointing forward to the sacrifice God Himself would offer; the 

sacrifice of his only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

The events we hear in this evening’s Gospel happened while Jesus, 

our Great High Priest was on His journey to Jerusalem to make His 

great sacrifice.  The account of the ten lepers this evening happened 

while Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem in order to be lifted up on 

the cross. 

 

It is on that cross Jesus performed a miracle much greater than the 

healing of lepers.  For on that cross, He offered Himself up to endure 

the full wrath of God’s punishment against sin.  He satisfied God’s 

justice so the Samaritan could not only receive cleansing for his 

leprosy, but also cleansing for his sin. 

 

The Samaritan is not the only one who can receive cleansing for the 

sake of the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross.  This cleansing is 

available to all people in all times and places.  For the Holy Spirit 

inspired the Apostle John to write, [1 John 2:2] “He is the 

propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of 

the whole world.”  Are you included in the whole world?  Then this 

cleansing is for you. 

 

You need this cleansing even though you don’t have leprosy.  For we 

all have something much worse; namely sin.  We may not need 

cleansing of the body, but we all need the cleansing of our sins.  We 



all need the gifts Jesus earned for us with His suffering and death on 

the cross.  This is the reason the forgiveness of sins is such good 

news. 

 

God gave us a sign that Christ’s crucifixion is enough to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.  This sign is much greater than cleansing a 

man from his leprosy.  After Jesus died on the cross, He rose from the 

dead. His resurrection is a sign that all those who believe in Him will 

also rise from the dead and live in bliss with Jesus forever. 

 

God sends the Holy Spirit to work faith in us just as the Holy Spirit 

worked faith in the Samaritan.  By the gift of faith, we receive the 

cleansing of our sin.  We receive the holy righteousness of Jesus 

Christ, our Great High Priest.  We receive the promise of eternal life 

with Him. 

 

We are gathered here this evening because our nation declared 

tomorrow to be a day of national thanksgiving.  Hundreds of millions 

of Americans all over the world will take time to give thanks 

tomorrow. One group of Americans will be like those nine who did 

not return.  The other group will be like the Samaritan who not only 

gave thanks for his physical healing, but also gave thanks for the 

forgiveness, life, and salvation he had in Jesus.  All Americans can 

give thanks to Almighty God for the physical blessings of this earth; 

we are still one of the richest nations in the world.  On the other hand, 

only Christians can give thanks for the forgiveness, life, and salvation 

they receive by faith in Jesus Christ.  Only Christians give thanks to 

the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and will eventually 

live with them in the new heavens and the new earth. 
 


