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“...that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 

Isaiah, a mighty prophet, gives you promises of hope today.  Now, 

the Church does not hope as the world does.  When the world looks 

to the future and hopes for something, it can do no more than wish 

for it, with no guarantee it will come to pass. 

 

But the Lord of the Church gives you sure and certain promises for 

the future, so you do not have to wish.  You know what the future 

holds.  Therefore, your hope is in the promises of God that never fail. 

Isaiah the prophet gives you these kinds of promises.  “On the 

mountain of the Lord, there will be no more war, and every sword 

and spear will be turned into an instrument of peace.”  Now days, you 

might say every nuclear missile will be turned into a grain silo, and 

every tank into a tractor, and so forth. 

 

You need not look far to see this reality is not here yet.  Wars tear 

apart most every nation, it seems.  Terrorists, armies, and even 

civilians, bent upon violent actions, all testify earthly peace is far 

away.  Isaiah promises God Himself will settle all disputes between 

nations.  What a blessed, glorious future!  The Lord God will use His 

own majestic hand to stop the wars of earth. 

 

The human race should wait patiently for these gracious promises of 

God to come to pass.  But such patience is becoming very rare.  

Waiting and anticipation are rejected in favor of an attitude of “Get it 

now!” and “Get it fast!” 

 

You also must wait for the Lord.  But it is hard to wait in hope and 

patience.  There is a voice inside you, from your sinful heart, that 



always cries out against any delay.  Impatience is the language of the 

flesh, because the flesh believes it deserves everything right now. 

 

The flesh also makes you like the world.  Your life, like the world, is 

not peaceful as it should be.  In relationships, there is turmoil, 

dishonesty, and division.  Gossip and lies destroy the peace in homes 

as well as congregations.  How easy it is for the human heart to 

become defensive, or to choose sides against others.  Everyone is 

supposed to be a peacemaker who would sacrifice anything in order 

to end hostility.  But if you are honest, you know this is not what you 

are.  There is always hostility crouching in your heart, ready to be 

unleashed.  The flesh is not a friend of peace, and you are still in the 

flesh. 

 

This flesh in you, if allowed to go on its own, would end in your 

destruction.  For your flesh also chooses God to be its enemy.  As an 

enemy of God, you could never overcome Him.  It could only end in 

your destruction. 

 

But God has not left you without help.  Even as His enemy, He loves 

you and made you His own.  He brought you into His own holy 

Church.  The Church must live in hope because her Lord has not yet 

returned to bring all His promises to fulfillment.  So, the Church 

waits, and the saints learn to live in anticipation before they enter into 

glory. 

 

In a very real sense, He has already come.  Indeed, He is already 

here.  Even now, He is teaching you His ways, so you may walk in 

His paths.  Already, His Word goes out to all nations, drawing them 

to His holy mountain, which is here in His Church.  Here is pure and 

sweet peace in the proclamation of God’s justice.  Here is the Light 

of the Lord, His Word that shines as a lamp to your feet.  Here is the 

Light of the world who called you out of darkness to Himself.  Here 



is the Sanctuary of the Most-High God, because here is His holy 

presence in Word and Sacrament. 

 

What you have now is hidden, a taste of the greater feast to come.  

On this earth, all is not yet complete, and you must labor under sin, 

death and satan’s threats.  In Christ, you have peace, but not yet 

peace in the flesh. 

 

This celebration of our Lord’s Supper in His House always looks 

forward to the Second Coming.  He came once into human flesh to 

exalt it to the right hand of glory.  So, you await the day when He 

shall exalt you in the Resurrection to a glorified flesh, without any 

sin.  As He was born to bestow forgiveness of sins, so He will give 

you freedom from all sin, as He raises you to an immaculate body. 

 

Learn from the Holy Infant how to wait.  He could have seized all 

glory and power, even as a tiny baby, for it was already His power 

and majesty.  He could have impatiently ascended back to His Father, 

yet He chose the long path of years of sorrow, pain and death. 

 

He waited patiently, even when they hammered nails into his flesh.  

He waited while Jew and Gentile alike mocked Him upon the Cross.  

He waited while the Father heaped His wrath Him.  The Father 

treated His Son as an enemy so you have become His dear sons and 

daughters.  The patience of Christ was rewarded with the redemption 

of the world through His blood. 

 

If He showed this patience out of love for you, when you were yet 

enemies of God, shall you not patiently hope for His return? 

 

What glory awaits you when you enter that dazzling, eternal light and 

splendor!  Shall you forget the promises of God never fail?  He freely 

gives you His eternal inheritance in glory.  Shall you impatiently cast 



that inheritance aside because you want more glory now, on earth?  

May it never be!  You who sow seeds of humility and patience on 

earth shall reap a harvest of greatest glory. 

 

For what is it you hope for?  In what do you place your trust?  Not in 

yourself, but in none other than the Lord God of Jacob, He who took 

human flesh to redeem you, and in whose blood, you trust.  His death 

is your salvation.  His Resurrection is your life. 

 

So put no fear in the future, saying, “Have I walked a straight enough 

path?  Have I followed His Law enough?  Have I done this?  Have I 

done that?”  To those questions, answer without hesitation, “No!  I 

have not done enough.  I have not followed enough.  I am a sinful 

and unclean unworthy of the hope of everlasting life.” 

 

But then say this: “Christ lifted me up.  Christ fulfilled the Law for 

me.  Christ delivered me from hell, and instead gives me heaven.”  

Only in this way can you see you are worthy of life, because Christ 

Jesus your Lord is your worthiness.  He is why “...we may walk in his 

paths.” 

 

Therefore, hope, but hope only in the Lord.  As you wait patiently, 

He will fulfill all His promises, to bring you to be with Him forever 

in the new heavens and the new earth. 


