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Isaiah always pointed forward to “that day.”  “That day” was the day the 

Lord would straighten things out.   “That day” was to be the day of 

judgment.   “That day” was the day when God would re-establish His 

kingdom on earth as in the days of Adam and Eve.  It is on “that day” the 

shoot from the stem of Jesse will come and possess all of the gifts Isaiah 

prophesied and do all of the wonderful things promised.  Let us examine 

the day which is coming, and this One from the root of Jesse. 

 

The shoot was promised to spring from the stump of Jesse.  The word 

“stump” indicates the tree is cut down, the family has fallen, and the 

throne is not presently occupied.  Remember, Isaiah was prophesying 

while a descendant of David was still on the throne and continued for 

over one hundred years!  Even though this promise is of something good 

to come, it carries the certainty something awful must come first.  The 

kingdom must fall, the throne be left empty. 

 

Have you ever noticed the throne is always spoken of as the throne of 

David?  So, why did the prophet point back to Jesse?  The answer is 

simple, we have to go back to Jesse, David’s father, to get a radically new 

David.  The first David was not good enough, he sinned.  He committed 

adultery and shed blood.  He was a man of war, not a man of peace.  He 

was not always the kind of man God wanted to sit on His eternal throne, 

nor could he be, nor did God expect him to be. 

 

In the prophecy, therefore, we have the second David.  He replaces the 

first.  The first David was revered as ideal, the best king ever; but the 

second David was going to be an improvement!  The first David died; 

this one sits on the throne forever.  The first erred, and sinned; this one 

will rule with righteousness and judge with fairness.  The message of the 

prophecy is:  finally, when we get the good king, we shall have things as 

they ought to be.  There will be justice and peace, and no one will suffer.  



Strangely enough, the prophecy ends up sounding like every politician’s 

campaign promises. 

 

This promised king will not be deceived by appearances.  No one will be 

able to lie to Him.  He will unfailingly deliver justice and rescue the poor 

and needy.  He will punish the wicked and destroy them.  They will not 

take advantage of the poor and the powerless.  The leadership of this new 

David will destroy those who do wrong.  They will not be able to stand.  

Notice the new king will not require swords and armies, but simply the 

word of His mouth will completely destroy the wicked. 

 

The King, the shoot from the stump of Jesse, will wear righteousness like 

a robe, that’s how good and right He will be.  He will be faithful to all He 

says and promises He will wear faithfulness like a belt, holding 

everything together.  When you hear those words of prophecy, you 

should automatically think of all those passages which speak of the white 

robe of Christ’s righteousness.  For example, where the Apostle Paul 

writes, “As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ.” 

 

What Isaiah is picturing is a common Scriptural theme.  Isaiah pictures 

death and resurrection for us.  The tree is cut down, and yet this tender 

shoot comes forth, life out of death.  We see the children of promise 

caught in slavery in Egypt, only to be freed into the promised land.  We 

see the kingdom fall only to be restored.  These events always point us to 

the death and resurrection of Jesus who overcame death for us in His 

death, and by His resurrection opened resurrection and eternal life to us 

and gives the hope of resurrection and everlasting life as a free gift for all 

those who believe. 

 

Then, Isaiah pictures this wonderful image of the return to Eden, the re-

creation of safety and peace.  We cannot help but look back at the garden 

of Eden and picture all of the delights of paradise for us in the future. 

 



All of this will happen in “that day.” We will have the good king in “that 

day”.  We will have righteousness and justice in “that day”.  The wicked 

will be utterly destroyed in “that day”.  We shall have the heavenly peace 

of His benevolent rule in “that day”; and when is “that day”?  It is today.  

“That day” began with Good Friday. 

 

On Good Friday Jesus destroyed the wicked.  He won forgiveness and 

life for all who believed in Him.  On that day, Jesus established peace.  

He didn’t instantaneously end the violence and wickedness of sinful and 

ungodly men on earth, just as on the day Adam and Eve sinned, they did 

not drop over dead, but died on that day.  On Good Friday, Jesus 

established peace, true and lasting peace with God, and He immediately 

began the very end of all of the evils due to sin!  God chose to save and 

rescue us, and nothing can hurt or destroy on His holy mountain.   

 

On that day Jesus dealt decisively with sin and judgment and has decided 

in righteousness, not on the basis of what eyes can see, nor on the 

evidence of what ears can hear, but on the grace of God.  Those who have 

eternal life have it according to the grace of God.  But with righteousness 

He will judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 

earth.  We are the poor, the afflicted.  Those words refer to the repentant 

sinner; but His salvation is righteous and fair in His grace! 

 

That day is the Christian Church, throughout the centuries.  The nations 

seek the standard of the Lord in the Church.  They rally around Him.  

Here on earth, the church is the kingdom of Grace, but in heaven it is the 

kingdom of Glory.  The prophecy has come true; His resting place is 

glorious.  The Earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord, just as the 

prophecy said.  Wherever the Gospel is preached, there is the knowledge 

of the Lord.  Wherever that Word is shared and faith confessed men and 

women are at peace with one another and at peace with God, gathered 

around Word and Sacrament “That day”; the day when the righteous 

branch shall come from Jesse and shall reign is today. 

 



But someone might argue the reign isn’t complete.  That is true.  In this 

world, Christ reigns in grace and through grace, only in those who 

believe.  His reign is complete in heaven, but we still live in that already-

not yet state of the Christian Church in this dark and sinful world.  That 

day cannot be complete until it is over.  Have you ever noticed how St.  

Paul writes to the Corinthians [2 Cor 2:6] that today is the day of 

salvation?  Until there is no more salvation, “That Day” is today.  So, the 

peace and safety which comes with the rule of Christ is also not 

complete, meaning Christians also suffer, are hurt, and sinned against as 

long as they continue in this world.  But it is only the outward man who is 

perishing.  The inward one, who daily is renewed by contrition and 

repentance as the old man drowns and dies in the waters of Baptism and 

the new man daily comes forth and arises to live before God through 

grace by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, has peace and safety.  It is real 

and it is now for all those who trust in Jesus. 

 

Finally, when Jesus returns, peace and safety will be completed both 

inwardly and outwardly.  Jesus will reign no longer in grace but in glory 

and power everywhere.  On “that day” peace and safety will be perfected.  

We already possess life eternal.  We are already filled with the same Holy 

Spirit, who filled Jesus, as our down payment, the earnest of salvation.  

We already have the forgiveness of sins and the constant love and on-

going blessings and protection of God. 

 

In the season of Advent, we look forward to the final, complete and full 

reality.  Until we experience it in heaven, this is “that day” promised.  

This is the day God delights in the awe of the Lord in faith.  We look 

forward to heaven, but in our text, the prophet did not.  He looked 

forward to the most glorious day of Earth’s history, today, when God 

walked among us as a man and still rules by His grace in and through His 

holy people.  Let us praise God we do not have to look forward to that 

day, but live in it, and let us eagerly look forward to the final coming of 

our Lord when we will live forever with Him in the new heavens and the 

new earth on that day. 


