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“…searching for him…” 

 

If I were Jesus, I would be pretty tired of people asking, “What would 

Jesus do?” In fact, if I were Him, I would like to turn the tables, and 

ask them, “What would YOU do?” In other words, if you were in the 

same situations as Jesus, what would you have done? 

 

None of us could do half as well.  None of us could last a day as the 

Messiah.  Only incredible self-righteous pride could ever compare 

our performance of righteous to His.  His deeds are not only 

exceptional, but they are beyond us.  We could not have done them, 

no matter how hard we tried. 

 

Consider the twelve-year old Jesus who went up to the Temple at 

Jerusalem for the Passover.  Jesus did not resent the fact He had to 

make this long journey every year, all the way from Nazareth.  After 

all, there was a severe elevation change, yet He did not complain. 

 

If we had been in the place of Jesus, we might have been tempted to 

call upon mighty cherubim to descend from heaven to carry us up to 

Jerusalem.  Or, perhaps more conveniently, simply have the cherubim 

pick up Jerusalem and bring it up to Nazareth once a year. 

 

I’m not suggesting Jesus was lazy.  By no means!  He was and is the 

holy Son of God who is not lazy in the slightest.  But He actually had 

a very good reason not to attend the Passover every year.  He might 

have said, “Behold, I AM the true Passover.  I Am the Lamb who 

will be slain for Israel.  Whoever shall be covered by the Blood I 

shed, death shall pass over them.”  Jesus could have said this, and 



would have been absolutely correct.  The Passover feast celebrated in 

Jerusalem was only a pale shadow.  It was obsolete.  HE was the 

reality. 

 

But Jesus did not say such things.  He went up to the Feast, obedient 

to His parents, obedient to the Law of Moses.  He placed Himself 

under the Law, so by fulfilling it, He might fulfill all righteousness 

for you.  For this reason, He came in the flesh. 

 

Once He was at Jerusalem, Jesus looked at the Temple, which was 

only a pale shadow pointing to Him, and looked at the sacrifices of 

sheep, goats and bulls, again only pale shadows of Him.  Yet Jesus 

did not scorn the Temple and mock the sacrifices.  On the contrary, 

He upheld these shadows for your sake.  He submitted Himself to a 

sacrificial system that could not benefit Him.  He needed no sacrifice 

for sin, since He never had any sin at all.  Nor did He draw attention 

to Himself by shouting out, “LOOK AT ME!  LOOK AT HOW 

GREAT I AM!  I AM BETTER THAN EVERYTHING THAT IS 

HERE!” Those words would have been 100% correct.  The Son of 

Man is far more glorious than all the temples of earth put together. 

 

Yet He did not come to boast or brag or mock.  He humbled himself.  

He submitted Himself to sacrifices for sin, so every single 

commandment of His Father was fulfilled in His flesh.  What poor 

sinners could not hope to achieve, He achieved, so now you have life 

without end.  His obedience to every single commandment is credited 

to your account.  No angel in heaven could be purer than the 

obedience that is yours in Christ Jesus. 

 

Then Jesus sat in the Temple to listen to the teachers of the Word.  If 

we were in His place, what would we do?  I think if I had been there, 

I would have seen the teachers were far inferior in knowledge, in 

wisdom, and in righteousness.  They taught with faltering, halting 



words the divine mysteries that lived in the flesh of the Messiah.  

Jesus could have looked at their deep character flaws, the awful sins 

of heart, words and deeds in them.  Jesus would have been perfectly 

justified in saying, “THESE are not fit teachers for the Son of Man.” 

 

Yet He did not.  The Son of Man humbled Himself to be taught by 

fallible sinners.  He submitted Himself to unworthy men.  Instead of 

paying attention to their person and flaws, He paid attention solely to 

the divine Word.  He honored those poor sinners by receiving their 

Word as the very words of His Father in heaven. 

 

I could not have done that.  Surely no man could.  We are so prideful, 

even in the midst of our sinfulness, that we are distracted by every 

character flaw in every authority figure we ever meet.  But Christ was 

able to submit Himself to earthly teachers, and Christ did, thereby 

fulfilling the commandments of His Father.  Because He did, our 

sinful pride is forgiven, erased, and replaced by His humility. 

 

Finally, His parents revealed their ignorance.  They did not 

understand Jesus’ work.  They did not comprehend because their 

wisdom was inferior to His, even at the tender age of twelve.  Even 

His mother Mary who had been so humble at the Angel Gabriel’s 

message, could not grasp her Son’s work.  For He had to tread paths 

of humiliation we cannot know.  He had to lay Himself under the 

threat of the Law’s punishment, although He was the same Lord who 

gave the Law to mankind. 

 

On that occasion as on so many others, Christ was surely reminded of 

the weakness of His parents.  He had to see, over and over, His 

parents were merely sinners who lacked His discernment and 

wisdom.  It is well-known many teenagers are tempted to believe 

they are far more intelligent than their parents.  In the case of Christ, 



it was most certainly true!  The Son of Man is infinitely wiser than a 

Googleplex of mothers and fathers. 

 

Yet He submitted to Mary and Joseph.  In obedience to His Father in 

heaven, and in obedience to the Commandment, and in obedience to 

His parents. Christ submitted Himself in perfect obedience, His 

whole life long.  Who could do that?  Not I.  Not you.  Not a man or 

woman in all history could be so pure and so humble.  Only Christ 

alone.  For these reasons He came, to fulfill all righteousness, to 

redeem all us rebellious and prideful sinners, to rescue you when you 

were lost. 

 

His parents erroneously supposed Jesus was lost.  Yet the Lord Jesus 

cannot really be lost.  All creation is His home, the work of His 

hands.  Every angel in heaven is eager for the honor of serving the 

holy Son of God.  The One cannot be lost. 

 

Yet for you, He became lost upon Calvary.  For you, He became cast 

out into thick darkness.  For you, He was cut off from His mother, 

His heavenly Father, and cut off from life itself.  You were lost and 

headed for the same fate, eternal darkness and death, far from the 

Father’s life-giving presence.  But Christ took your place.  He went 

into the darkness so you will never see it. 

 

All this humiliation He suffered, even to let death swallow Him, so 

He could redeem you.  Yet on the third day, He was found again.  

Even in the depths of hell and in the cold Tomb, the Son of Man 

cannot be truly lost.  He came out again in triumph and majesty, so 

you can share His triumph and majesty and you will never be lost. 

For you are found and will live forever united with Him in the new 

heavens and the new earth.  Solei Deo Gratis! 


