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“First be reconciled …” 

 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He instructed His church to proclaim 

repentance and the forgiveness of sins in the name of Christ [Luke 

24:46-47]. In our confessions, [AC: I, art. xii, par. 3–5] “Repentance 

properly consists of these two parts: One is contrition, that is, terrors 

smiting the conscience through the knowledge of sin; the other is 

faith, which is born of the Gospel, or the absolution, believes that for 

Christ’s sake, sins are forgiven…” Today’s Gospel is Jesus delivering 

pure undiluted 200 proof terror that strikes the conscience through the 

knowledge of sin.  

 

This is the part of the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus begins to 

unpack a few of the commandments. [Ex 20:13-14, 7] “You shall not 

murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not take the name 

of the LORD your God in vain.” When we hear what Jesus says 

about these commandments, we begin to realize there is not a 

commandment we do not break on a regular basis. When Jesus gets 

done with today’s verses, anyone who insists they do not sin is lying 

to themselves. Not only that, but they are, in fact, on the wide road 

that leads straight to hell.  

 

Many, many people will try to defend themselves by saying, “Well, 

at least I have never killed anyone.” In today’s Gospel, Jesus turns on 

them and asks, “Have you ever been angry with someone? Have you 

ever insulted someone? Have you ever ridiculed someone? Well, 

have you?” You deserve hell.  

 



Many a man will say, “I have been faithful to my wife.” In today’s 

Gospel, Jesus asks if your mind is as pure as your body. Do you mean 

to tell me you weren’t attracted to the recent Super Bowl halftime 

show? Every time I turned around there was less and less clothing. 

 

Women, have you never wondered what it would be like to have a 

sensitive and caring husband who was more like the male lead in that 

movie? Have you ever fantasized about what it might be like to be a 

character in a racy romance novel? There is more than one way to 

commit adultery in the heart.  

 

Then Jesus tells us to cut off the body parts that causes us to sin. It is 

better to enter heaven mutilated than to be a perfect physical 

specimen when you enter hell. This is brutal stuff.  

 

What about “no fault” divorce? Jesus makes that equal to adultery as 

well. Jesus leaves no easy outs. If there is divorce, then there is sin. 

Either someone was unfaithful and caused the divorce; or the divorce 

itself is adultery. “No fault” divorce is not an option according to 

Jesus.  

 

Then there’s the teaching against lying. People who habitually tell the 

truth don’t have to take an oath. They simply have a trustworthy 

reputation. On the other hand, it is probably a lie when someone 

starts with, “It’s true! I swear! Cross my heart!” I learned early in life 

people who resort to such exclamations are probably lying. Jesus 

teaches us to lead a life of such a reputation that a simple ‘Yes’ or 

‘No’ is more trustworthy than an oath signed in blood.  

 

So, how are you doing? Jesus went through about 2½ of the Ten 

Commandments and my self-righteousness is shattered; laying in 

ruins. If God were to give me what I deserve, I would still be on the 

road to perdition. How about you? Jesus unpacked just a few of the 



commandments and I am already crushed. What kind of terror waits 

for us in the rest of the law? How can we hope to survive under the 

crushing weight of the law? It’s a lost cause.  

 

That is where we are if we try to earn salvation by keeping the law. It 

is a lost cause; we simply can’t do it. In fact, every effort we put forth 

to keep the law only moves us further along on that wide road to 

destruction. As we say in the rite of Holy Baptism: The Word of God 

also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under 

the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would 

be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 

condemnation.  

 

Fortunately for us, Jesus instructed the church to proclaim repentance 

and the forgiveness of sins. It would be unbearable if the terror of 

repentance was all we had, but it is not. We cannot save ourselves, 

but there is one who can. As the rite of Holy Baptism goes on to say: 

But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, 

who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

 

We cannot live the life Jesus preaches in today’s Gospel, but Jesus 

can and did. We cannot keep these or any of the other laws set forth 

in God’s Word, but Christ our Lord and Savior kept them perfectly. 

The one who delivered the pure, undiluted 200 proof terror of the law 

in today’s Gospel is also the one who kept it for us. As written in the 

letter to the Hebrews: [Heb 4:15] “We do not have a high priest who 

is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.”  Righteousness 

is not something we produce for God. Instead, righteousness is 

something Jesus Christ produced for us with His holy life.  

 



Jesus not only produced the righteousness of the law in His life, but 

He also endured the just punishment we deserved for our sins. Even 

though Jesus kept the law perfectly in every detail, He still suffered 

as though He had sinned. In fact, He assumed the total guilt of every 

sin of every human of all times and places. Jesus carried our every 

sinful thought, word, and deed to the cross. There He assumed the 

total guilt and suffered the just punishment of all those sins as He 

offered Himself up as a propitiation for all sin.  

 

Christ’s suffering and death is the most unfair exchange ever made. 

When we come to the exchange, we are totally corrupt in thought, 

word, and deed, and Jesus is the righteousness of total perfection. In 

the exchange, Jesus takes our sin onto Himself and replaces it with 

His righteousness. He takes the punishment of our sin and we take 

the blessings of His righteousness.  

 

Christ Jesus preached the law in all its terrifying severity. Then, in 

His perfect love, He fulfilled that same law for you. When He had 

satisfied the entire law, He then satisfied God’s justice by enduring 

the full punishment the law demands for your sin. He paid your sin 

debt in full. You are free of the curse of the law. For Christ’s sake, 

God the Father treats you as though you are the one who kept the law 

perfectly.  

 

Because everything Jesus did for you was perfect, the grave did not 

have the power to hold Him, but after He died for you, He also rose 

for you. His resurrection promises death will not hold you for you are 

reconciled with God through His Son. Instead, you will wait with the 

Lord until the Last Day. On that Day, Jesus will raise your body to 

live on a new earth where there is no sin, no pain, no sorrow, no 

death where you live the perfect peace and joy with the Father and 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. 


