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“For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 

 

The Lord is your Shepherd.  He carries you in paths of righteousness.  

He restores your soul.  This restoration is more than simply 

refreshment.  Some people say thinking about Jesus lifts up their 

spirits when they feel low, much as a shower wakes you up in the 

morning.  But Jesus is more than a good shower.  He is the Good 

Shepherd. 

 

Christ Jesus carries you in His paths, yet more than simply supporting 

you in the rough times of life.  He, indeed, carries you in that way 

through the trials you bear.  Yet even more than that, He bears you in 

His mighty arms for salvation and eternal life.  He lifts you up on His 

shoulders, not only on this earth, but up to the heights of heaven, 

before the majesty of the Father. 

 

Saint Peter writes, “You were like sheep going astray.”  What stupid 

sheep wander from their own Shepherd!  He is the source of life to 

them, who feeds and leads them and watches over them.  He slays the 

wolves and lions who would devour them.  He tends them with 

loving-kindness and mercy, treating each lamb as if it were His own 

child. 

 

From this Shepherd, who is without equal, these sheep wander.  They 

are of an inferior breed, who inherited a genetic defect causing their 

feet to go upon the wrong paths.  It is not simply they wander now 

and then.  They are always lost, by nature creatures who flee from 

their own gracious Shepherd. 



 

They cannot help it.  Their breeding has led them to be rebellious and 

stubborn beasts, self-destructive to the last.  This was you.  You were 

in a constant state of spiritual straying.  That was your nature, and 

still is in your sinful flesh.  But now a new nature is also in you.  You 

are a new breed of sheep, a lamb who sticks close to its Shepherd. 

 

This does not mean you are now always obedient where once you 

were not.  You still wander in your actions.  You still get lost in 

sinful words and thoughts.  But that is no longer who you are.  You 

bear a different image and nature.  For you were washed by the Good 

Shepherd, and His bath is a miraculous cleansing.  You were not only 

washed clean in the sight of God from all the dirt and filth of your 

wanderings.  You were also washed into a new image, the image of 

the spotless Lamb of God, without any blemishes.  In His image, you 

are an award-winning sheep, winning first place in the eternal 

Judge’s eyes, and winning the highest prize of all: glory with Him 

forever. 

 

You have returned to your Shepherd.  But it was not because you did 

anything.  Your stubborn legs would not carry you in the right 

direction.  So, He, the Good Shepherd, picked you up and carried 

you.  But you were not happy being carried by any shepherd.  Your 

legs flailed in the air.  You kicked the Shepherd and bruised Him.  

You bit Him, and He bled.  But He patiently bore the pain.  He was 

pierced, He was crucified, and He bore your sins on the Tree of 

Calvary.  By His wounds you are healed, for the Cross was His act of 

carrying you.  On His strong shoulders, He carried you and all the 

rebellious sheep of the world. 

 

The Holy Lamb who had no sin died for you, the unrighteous sheep.  

Now you are holy, innocent Lambs, with wool washed white in His 

precious Blood.  If you are somehow unconvinced you are His lambs, 



think of what He continues to do for you.  He still cares for you and 

watches over your soul.  He feeds you the richest meal at His own 

table, and gives you to drink the best beverage that can be found 

anywhere. 

 

He continues to speak to you, tenderly and gracious reminding you of 

His unequaled love for you.  He calls you by the Name He gave to 

you, His own Name, so no one else can claim you nor steal you. 

 

Even now, He defends you from ravenous beasts.  The wolves, who 

are false teachers, try to sneak in and lead you away, where they can 

devour you.  But the Voice of the Shepherd keeps you by His side.  

His pure teaching protects you from false teaching.  He calls out 

warnings to avoid the deceptions of those who seem good, who wear 

sheep’s clothing to trick you.  Because you remain in His Word, 

those wolves cannot devour you. 

 

Likewise, that hungry lion, satan, cannot overcome your Shepherd.  

Already, Christ has crushed the lion’s head, and he staggers about in 

pain.  For your Shepherd is braver than David, who slew beasts with 

his sling.  Your Shepherd is mightier than Samson, who killed a lion 

with his bare hands.  Your Shepherd is none other than Yahweh, the 

Lord Almighty, Creator of the heavens and earth. 

 

Who can overcome Him?  He is immortal God in human flesh, who 

bravely walked into the mouth of death, and shattered death’s jaws 

with His mighty hands.  The devil and the grave did their worst, and 

Jesus let them strike Him as hard as they could.  Yet He came forth 

on the third day more glorious than ever, the Risen Christ, the Lord 

of Life, the King of kings, the Great Shepherd. 

 

Now you shall surely imitate your Shepherd’s ways.  As He patiently 

endured the attacks of His enemies, so you bear with patience the 



thorns and thistles of life including the current pandemic.  When 

others slander you, you shall not retaliate.  Your Shepherd defends 

you and speaks on your behalf, and you are judged righteous forever.  

Why would you fear the feeble words of men? 

 

Remember even when you suffer, you are safe in the Shepherd’s 

arms.  If you notice your wounds in life resemble the wounds of your 

Shepherd, what shall you do but rejoice?  For He deemed you worthy 

to bear His image, even in suffering.  Even in tears and pain, you are 

exalted by the grace of God, called in the image of Christ the Lord. 

 

When someone hurts you, then you shall remember Christ was hurt 

also.  As you endure patiently through those trials think upon Christ 

and His patient endurance.  He did far more than you ever could, 

simply out of love for you.  Surely you shall bear your trials out of 

love for Him who loved you first. 

 

Christ died.  Christ is risen.  The Great Shepherd is and will be with 

you always, even unto eternal life with Him in the new heavens and 

the new earth. 


