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“...not only in this age but also in the one to come.” 

 

Did your mother have eyes in the back of her head? I always thought 

she did, and, like maybe many mothers, she didn’t do anything to 

dispel that belief.  She’d be working in the kitchen and all of a 

sudden call out and tell me to knock off whatever mischief I’d been 

up to at the time. I’d ask her how she knew? She’d say, “I have eyes 

in the back of my head. Didn’t you know? All mothers do.”  Mostly 

this was for own good though. 

 

In today’s Epistle reading for the Ascension of Our Lord, Paul tells 

us the ascended Christ is, [Eph 1:21-23] “And he put all things under 

his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is 

his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”  He has His eyes, 

ears, and all His members serving and filling the world with His good 

and gracious work as He sits at the right hand of the Father.  

 

That is what it truly means to be the Lord. We have this idea of a lord 

as one who “lords it over us,” bossing us around and demanding we 

serve and obey him so he might benefit from our labors. But the fact 

of the matter is, according to God’s meaning and intent in His holy 

Word, the true definition of a lord is one who has a realm over which 

he takes responsibility to watch, serve, and protect all the people, 

especially those least able to fend for themselves, that are placed 

under his jurisdiction.  

 

Having accomplished what only He could do on Calvary, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the prototypical model, and actual Lord of heaven and 

earth, ascends to the right hand of His Father where He sends His 



Holy Spirit to deliver the forgiveness of sins and all of His righteous 

works through the people of His holy Christian Church to all the 

people of world, throughout all the ages.  

 

St. Luke, the writer of the third Gospel and the book of Acts, is quite 

the historian. He wants to set an accurate record of all things that 

have to do with Christ. In chapter one, verses 3-4 of his Gospel, he 

writes:  “it seemed good to me also, having followed all things 

closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the 

things you have been taught.” Luke wants to have something for the 

record, not only for Theophilus, but for all the disciples, for all the 

churches, for all time; something solid on which the faith is based 

and to which our faith can be compared and tested. 

 

Then, in the book of Acts, he writes in the first two verses of the first 

chapter:  “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 

Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after 

he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 

he had chosen.  

 

We most frequently hear and refer to this book as, “The Acts of the 

Apostles,”  But as we learn from Luke’s testimony, he tells us that 

which he wrote in his Gospel was the beginning of Jesus’ work and 

teaching, and now in his book of Acts is the continuing acts of Christ 

through the people of His Church as led in the faith by the ministers 

He sends from the right hand of the Father as He lives and reigns 

there with Him and the Holy Spirit. 

 

So, the Holy Spirit teaches us about the importance of The 

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD, and what all it means for God’s 

people.  Let’s take a look at St. Luke’s report of The Ascension of 

Our Lord, as well as some other New Testament references as if they 



were a newspaper’s account of the “Who?”; the “What?”; the 

“Where?”; the “When?”; and the “Why?”  

 

The “Who?” of the Ascension is, of course, Jesus. But it is also about 

the Father, to whom Jesus is returning. It is also about the Holy 

Spirit, whom Christ sends to all of His people from the right hand of 

the Father. Luke makes a point that this is certainly the same Jesus 

who lived, ate, and traveled with the disciples.  Who suffered, died, 

was buried, and rose again to show them the nail prints in His hands 

and feet.  

 

What exactly happened at the Ascension? St. Luke says, “He was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.” He did not leave 

the body. His body ascended out of sight, but not out of place. 

Hidden from their eyes, now at the right hand of the Father, He is 

able to fill all things. He is now bodily present everywhere. It’s not as 

if He kept rising and rising and rising and went past Mars and Pluto 

and into some black hole, getting sucked out of our universe.  No. He 

rose out of sight to remain bodily forever, our Lord and Savior ruling 

now over all things of heaven and earth, all things visible and 

invisible. 

 

Where did this all happen? It seems like a little thing, but it is so 

important for the historic record, that this is fact. This is not just some 

myth or allegory. It’s not a fantasy or science fiction novel or roll-

play video game. Where He was lifted up was outside of Jerusalem. 

St. Luke says in the 24th chapter of his Gospel, “He led [His 

disciples] out [from Jerusalem] as far as Bethany.” [Luke 24:33, 50]. 

The Bible tells us Jesus often visited the little town of Bethany. The 

mount outside of Bethany, a very real, specific, and special place for 

our Lord is the home town of Mary, Martha, & Lazarus, is where He 

chose to ascend.   

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.33
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.50


St. Luke goes so far as to place it in time as well. Recording the 

“When?” by saying it occurred “during forty days (a very specific 

time period after His resurrection), … while staying with them; when 

he had said these things, as they were looking on.” [Acts 1:4, 9]  

 

But, “Why?” Now we really get down to it, don’t we? Why did He 

ascend?  Jesus Himself tells us why in John, [John 16:7] “if I do not 

go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him 

to you.”  He ascends to the Father so the Holy Spirit will be spread 

out over all the earth through His disciples among all who hear and 

the Word He sends them to proclaim, and who according to Scripture 

are the body of Christ. 

 

Finally, what does all of this together mean? Contrary to those 

claiming to be spiritual folk out there who equate the body, human 

flesh, with sin and every evil, the Ascension of our Lord tells us He 

took humanity, body, flesh and blood and all, into the heavenly 

realms. What we can’t do because our flesh is indeed corrupted by 

sin, our dear Lord and Savior does for us. That’s what it means to be 

a Lord and Savior, one who takes care to deliver us from the evils of 

sin and death and provide for us in His kingdom of heaven.  

 

As we groan and suffer those rebirth pangs, He even gives of His 

crucified, risen, and ascended body to eat and blood to drink for our 

salvation unto eternal life as well as for our strength and preservation 

of body & soul until we too are resurrected to live forever with Him 

in our own perfect human nature of flesh and spirit in the new 

heavens and the new earth.  Meanwhile, The Ascension of Our Lord 

also means, He is with you always, even to the end of the age.  
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