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“...it is to him you shall listen...” 

 

Moses was a unique figure in the history of the Israelites.  He was 

surely the greatest prophet that ever served the nation of Israel.  God 

worked amazing plagues and wonders through Moses that were 

unequaled in their history.  Yet God gives this revelation to Moses: 

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers.”  Another great Prophet like Moses 

was on the way.  He would come with the very words of God on His 

lips. 

 

For many centuries, the children of Israel held onto this promise.  

They rightly connected this promise with the other promises of the 

Messiah, the Suffering Servant, the Seed of a woman who would 

crush the serpent’s head. 

 

When John the Baptist came, the Jews asked him whether he was the 

Prophet.  They were referring to the same promise of God through 

Moses in our text.  John was not the great Prophet like Moses that 

was foretold.  Jesus Christ, our dear Lord and Savior, was and is the 

Prophet from our readings for today. 

 

Jesus came, not only with a Kingly office and a High Priestly office, 

but He also with the office of Prophet.  He spoke to the people the 

revelations of God, as the other prophets before Him.  But the words 

of Jesus were so much greater, because His revelation was about 

Himself.  He showed Himself to the world and preached Himself as 

the Savior from sin, death and the power of the devil.  This is what 

Epiphany is all about, Jesus revealing Himself to be the Christ.   



 

He also prophesied of future events.  His chief prediction was He 

would be betrayed and die at the hands of sinful men, but then on the 

third day rise from the dead.  This, of course, was fulfilled exactly as 

He said, on that day we call Good Friday and Easter, proving Jesus 

was a faithful and truthful prophet. 

 

Of course, Jesus is more than merely a prophet.  He is the true Son of 

God, begotten from eternity.  This makes Him the best Prophet of all.  

Who better than the Son of the Father to take the Father’s words to 

the people?  Who better than the Savior of the world to show the 

people of the world God’s salvation?  Who could be a better prophet 

than the Holy One who does not lie or mis-speak or mix human 

teachings with the divine Word? 

 

Christ is like Moses, yet much greater than Moses.  “The Law was 

given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”  The 

ministry of Christ is the completion and culmination of all the words 

of Moses in the Law and the other prophets.  Without Christ, the 

words of Moses would be empty and fruitless.  Christ came and 

fulfilled every requirement of the Law delivered by Moses.  Christ 

succeeded at every point where Moses and all humanity failed.  

Indeed, Christ is so much holier than Moses it is Jesus, the face of 

God, is the One who spoke to Moses from the burning bush, and who 

also gave this prophecy to Moses to speak.  Christ Himself gave the 

Word promising His own coming. 

 

Now Christ has come and completed our salvation.  He went the way 

of the prophets before Him.  For it was the fate of prophets to suffer 

for their message.  Moses also suffered much, although he was not 

put to death.  Others were stoned, tortured, starved, and/or burned in 

fire.  Christ, the greatest Prophet, had to die a prophet’s death.  He 

was despised and rejected and finally crucified for His message.  He 



said He was the Son of Man and the Son of God, and so they 

crucified Him. 

 

But unlike the other prophets before Him, the death of Christ was not 

only the death of a godly man who spoke the truth.  More than that, 

the death of Christ was the final fulfillment of all prophecy.  His 

Blood and dying breath were the great moments of our salvation 

every prophet wanted to see.  His death is for all people, including 

you. 

 

The great Prophet came and died for you, even though you were 

unfaithful to the Word of God.  The Lord said through Moses 

everything His great Prophet would say, you must listen to.  Jesus 

said much, and although He did not come as a Lawgiver, He did 

show the true meaning of the Law; the Law we all fail to keep.  Nor 

do we listen attentively to the speaking of the great Prophet as we 

should.  Although He died, He rose again and ascended to the 

Father’s right hand, and continues His ministry as Prophet, even 

today.  Even now, when the Word is spoken, it is Jesus the Prophet 

still speaking to us.  If we do not pay attention, then it is Christ the 

great Prophet we are ignoring.  So, we would fall under the curse of 

God as described in the old testament. 

 

But Jesus took that curse upon Himself.  He took the death our 

sinfulness deserved.  We were not faithful to God’s holy Word, and 

so we earn ourselves only eternal death in hell.  But Jesus, took these 

punishments upon His own head.  He took responsibility for our 

unfaithfulness, even though He was perfectly faithful. 

 

Now His death and obedience count for you.  Therefore, He had to be 

a prophet chosen from among the people.  He could not merely be 

God.  It was necessary He also be true Man, raised up from among 

mankind, fully human.  In this way, His death counts for all His 



brothers and sisters, not only the children of Israel, but also all 

believers in the not only the promises of the old testament, but of the 

new one as well. 

 

So, He, the child of the Virgin Mary, fulfilled all His prophecies 

about Himself.  He came and stepped into the role He created for 

Himself as Savior and Lord.  Who else could save you?  Who else 

could purchase you from sin and death and satan?  Only Christ could 

do it, and so He has for you, so you will live with Him forever in the 

new heavens and the new earth. 


